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Mia Jimenez smiles with pride as 
she shares her pageant journey.
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Mansfield Family …

The past several weeks have been fantastic as I interacted with members of our 
community. I began by learning more about the Hispanic culture by speaking with 
neighbors and friends. I loved hearing about the festivities that took place in their 
native countries.

I received a glimpse when I hung out with a friend who invited me over for an 
authentic meal. She served delicious tres leche cake, jerk chicken, salad and, of course, 
beans and rice. After we ate, her voice bellowed with laughter as she said, “Come on, and 
let’s dance!” She taught us various Latin dances. We made fast movements with our arms 
and feet in an effort to maintain the pace. As she gave us instructions, she never seemed 
to grow weary. She outdanced us all despite being a little bit older than the majority of us. 
How did she cook all of the food and entertain us from start to finish? I almost passed 
out, but not her. I thought, Next time, I better take a nap before coming! It was delightful 
learning about the Panamanian culture as she reminisced about her Hispanic roots.

	Finally, I spoke to Flo Torres, the center director of Dr. Jim Vaszauskas Center for the 
Performing Arts, and she shared that her interest in the entertainment industry started as 
a child in Puerto Rico where there was always a celebration. Being in this position allows 
her to bring the joy of dance and music to the community. As we continue to celebrate 
the Hispanic culture, I encourage you to make new memories by attending the WonderFall 
Fest and the State Fair of Texas. 

 
Keep the traditions going!

Sandra Walters
MansfieldNOW Editor
sandra.walters@nowmagazines.com
(682) 554-1743

Sandra
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— By Sandra Walters



Mia Jimenez’s story began in Puerto Rico, but she moved to Florida as an 
infant with her family. “We lived in Florida until my freshman year of high 
school was about to start,” Mia said. “Then, we relocated to this part of DFW 
because my mom accepted a teaching position in this area as a Spanish 
teacher. My mother researched the ratings of the school districts and chose to 
live in Mansfield.

“I vividly recall the first day. Initially, my nerves seemed to get the best of me, but the students and 
teachers at my new school were extremely welcoming and friendly,” Mia said. “As a result, the difficulty 
dissipated. I simply fit right in at Mansfield High School on Broad Street. I made friends, instantly and joined 
the choir.”

As years passed, she began thinking about entering Miss Texas Teen USA, and many individuals 
encouraged Mia to participate in the competition. She confessed, “People urged me to do it, but I was 
unsure. First, I had to research the qualifications. The main qualifications were to be a female, a United States 
citizen, a resident of the state of Texas and between the ages of 14 and 19.” So, Mia began the process 
by submitting her photo. Once they received the photo, they reviewed her application. If she were chosen, 
she would be notified. Also, as a contestant, she would be judged in three equal categories consisting of 
Personal Interview, Activewear and Evening Gown and participate in two stage shows. Performing talent was 
not a requirement.

“I’ll never forget receiving the email saying I was selected to represent Mansfield,” Mia shared. “Excitement 
filled my heart as I read the exciting news. I was surprised and thrilled at the same time. I couldn’t wait to 
share the news with my family. They seemed to know I could do it, but I was uncertain.” 

Next, Mia’s preparation began with self-discipline by obtaining healthy eating habits and exercising. 
She attended a one-day boot camp where she learned runway walking and how to respond to interview 
questions. The rest of the preparation process was done on her own. She also discovered that being in a 
pageant wasn’t solely about beauty. It was about developing as a young woman with great communication 
skills, creating a voice for making a difference and confidence as a person. She mentioned, “I learned to 
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apply makeup and do new things with 
my hair. However, I felt my natural 
beauty made me stand out, so I 
didn’t wear much makeup or change 
my natural curl pattern. I found this 
opportunity to be more than self-
serving. The other participants were nice 
and encouraging, not mean girls. It was 
a great experience.”

She described preparing to leave 
for the big day as hectic. Mia moved 
through the house as the time was 
expiring. She remembers packing the 
car with her bags, which included her 
wardrobe for the upcoming event. They 
geared up for the three-hour drive to 
Houston. As they rode in the car, her 
nerves were all over the place. When 
they finally arrived, Mia could see all the 
pageant girls walking around looking 
glamorous. Her mom assisted her with 
checking into the hotel, and they headed 
toward the elevators. When they found 
the room, she set her bags down and 
returned to the lobby wearing her T-shirt 
representing Mansfield for the mini-red 
carpet photos. 

Mia continued, “After the photos, 
the rest of the contestants and I had 
an orientation meeting, and when 
that ended, the Miss Texas Teen USA 
candidates had a rehearsal that included 
practicing the introduction, activewear 
and evening gown segments. They 
instructed us to walk the runway with 
another candidate and pose. I walked to 
the end of the stage sporting white jeans 
and a matching blouse. I stopped with 
poise and confidently projected proudly 
by introducing myself as, ‘Mia Jimenez, 
Mansfield,’ with a smile. Later in the day, 
after rehearsals, my assigned group and I 
were called to interview with the judges. 
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There were two sets of judges, and we 
had to face all of them. The contestants 
in my group waited for their turn while 
listening to the prior contestants’ 
answers. That night, I watched a video 
of the Miss Texas USA contestants 
participating in their preliminary 
competition, which was helpful as I saw 
what I would be doing the next day. The 
long day ended, and my mind raced 
because it wasn’t over.”

Day two is the most important 
day. This rehearsal took place at 8:00 
a.m., which meant Mia had to wake 
up extremely early to get ready. It’s 
considered a pre-competition. However, 
this is where the judges select the top 
15. The candidates find out if they made 
it to the finals on day three.

Mia said, “My name wasn’t called, 
but I knew that I should be proud of 
myself. This is a big accomplishment. 
You must celebrate your losses as well 
as wins. I also heard my mom’s voice 
in my head saying, ‘You can never lose 
from an experience. You will always 
gain something.’ My mom is the wisest 
person I know. 

“After the pageant, I rushed to meet 
up with my family who congratulated 
me as they beamed with pride. I went 
back up the elevator of the hotel one 
last time and packed my bags to 
travel home.” 

Being a Mansfield representative 
in the Miss Texas Teen USA Pageant 
makes Mia Jimenez incredibly proud. 
It was an honor she will never forget. 
Now, she will focus on her future, which 
includes graduating, since this is her 
senior year. She is narrowing down 
her opportunities.
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— By Virginia Riddle

Pounding hooves, fast horses and a break in the crowd as horses and riders came into the 
final stretch — that was Willie Shoemaker’s world for most of his life. Also known as William 
Lee Shoemaker, Bill Shoemaker and “The Shoe,” Willie knew how to get the best out of his 
thoroughbred mounts throughout his 40-plus years “in the irons” as one of the most winning 
jockeys and trainers in the world. He rode 8,833 winning horses, setting a world record that 
held until 1999. He won the Breeders’ Cup Classic and 11 races in the Triple Crown series, 
though the Triple Crown itself eluded him. He won each of the three races in the Triple Crown 
multiple times — two Preakness Stakes, five Belmont Stakes and four Kentucky Derbies — 
but he never won all three in the same season. However, his beginnings were humble. Born 
in 1931 in an adobe shack on his grandfather’s ranch near Fabens, Texas, Willie’s seemingly 
effortless riding style began to be honed while riding across the ranch’s El Paso/Rio Grande 
area landscape.

The doctor who delivered Willie didn’t think the 1 pound, 13-ounce tiny infant would survive, but Willie’s grandmother created 
an incubator by wrapping him in a warmed blanket and placing him on a pillow near a warm oven. Life was hard for Willie’s family 
during those Depression Era days, so he lived with several relatives as they came and went at the ranch. Willie’s job, by age 6, 
was to ride a horse to pick up the mail. At age 10, he and his family, like so many other families of that time, moved to California 
looking for work, and he discovered horse racing.

By age 14, a school classmate had suggested that the diminutive Willie might be just the right size to become a jockey. He was 
strong and was known for not losing matches on his school’s wrestling and boxing teams. So, he secured a job at the Suzy Q 
Ranch and quit school, earning $75 a month. By age 16, he had become an exercise rider at the Bay Meadows track in San Mateo, 
California, learning from trainer Hurst Philpot and jockey, Johnny Adams, a future Hall of Famer. Willie’s first race as a jockey was in 
1949 at Golden Gate Fields. He won the race, which netted him $120, the first dollars leading to a lifetime earnings of more than 
$123 million. He led in the amount of dollars in purses earned in a single year 10 times.

Size wise, Willie at full height/weight was only 4 feet 11 inches tall and 98 pounds. Other assets were his even temper, 
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calm disposition and his remarkable 
understanding of horses. Horse breeder 
Rex Ellsworth was quoted in the Los 
Angeles Times as saying, “When a 
horse was doing his best, Shoe left him 
alone. When a horse loafed, Shoe would 
get after him. I never worried when Shoe 
rode one of my horses, because I knew 
he’d do a perfect job.” In 1959, Willie 
was inducted into the National Racing 
Museum and Hall of Fame.

His riding career was, as is usually 
the case with jockeys, riddled with small 
injuries, but in 1968, Willie broke his 
thigh when the horse he was riding 
fell on him. The doctor used a child-
sized metal pin to repair the damage. 
After physical therapy for 13 months, 
he returned to winning races. In 1969, 
he was thrown and survived a broken 
pelvis, ruptured bladder and temporary 
paralysis of his left leg, only to return 
to racing and winning for the next 20 
years. In 1981, Willie rode John Henry, 
and together, horse and rider won the 
Arlington Million, the first million-dollar 
stake thoroughbred race.

At age 54, in 1986, Willie rode 
a long shot horse, Ferdinand, in the 
Kentucky Derby. Ferdinand won, and 
Willie became the oldest jockey to win 
the Derby after having been one of the 
youngest years before to win that famed 
race. In 1990, Willie made a farewell 
tour of U.S. racetracks. He retired from 
riding to become a trainer, even after he 
became a wheelchair bound quadriplegic 
following an automobile accident in 
1991. Willie retired as a trainer in 1997 
after he faced the reality that he couldn’t 
totally know the horses anymore without 
riding them, and the physical demands 
were becoming too much for him. He 
passed away in 2003, survived by a 
daughter from his third marriage.

Sources:
1. Encyclopaedia Britannica, October 
2021. Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc., 
Bill Shoemaker. www.britannica.com/
biography/Bill-Shoemaker.
2. Encyclopedia of World Biography, 
2004. www.notablebiographies.com/
newsmakers2/2004-Q-Z/Shoemaker-
Bill.html.
3. www.racingmuseum.org/hall-of-
fame/jockey/William-Shoemaker.
4. https://www.espn.com/
sportscentury/features/00016470.html.



www.nowmagazines.com  16  MansfieldNOW October 2022

Elijah Price enjoys his frozen custard.

Isaiah Fingers and Noah Wood attend a 
school function.

Zoomed In:
Hope and Hannah Ward

Hope and her mom, Hannah Ward, enjoy Friday Night Lights at a recent Lake Ridge 
High School football game, where Hope, a member of the Eagle Elite Dance and 
Drill Team, performed for the crowd. “I love being part of the team because I am so 
passionate about dancing and performing. Nothing compares to being featured in a 
stadium with bright lights,” Hope declared.

When Hope was chosen for the varsity squad her freshman year, she was 
overjoyed. She can be seen at pep rallies, holiday parades, basketball games, the 
Winter Showcase, the Annual Spring Show and competitions as her sophomore year 
gets underway.

By Sandra Walters

Around Town   NOW

The Mansfield Police Department raises money during 
Tip-A-Cop Fundraiser event at a local restaurant. Michelle Wilson enjoys coffee as she makes a new friend.
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Tana Nickens shops at Western Hippies 
with her friend, Stacey Henderson.

Tyson Nguyen stands with his brother, 
Tyler Nguyen, as he celebrates being 
one of the league’s baseball finalists.

Around Town   NOW

Courtney Wade and her daughter 
prepare for Meet the Teacher Night.
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Blueline 
Framing

BusinessNOW

— By Sandra Walters

Blueline Framing
201 W. Kennedale Parkway, Ste. 107
Kennedale, TX 76060
(Located inside Iron Wheel Antiques.)
(817) 995-5062 
Bluelineframing@outlook.com
Facebook: Blueline Framing

Hours: Wednesday-Saturday: 11:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m.

Lonnie Bridges calls himself a “military brat.” He stated, “I 
was born in a women’s prison, which used to be Carswell Air 
Force Base’s Hospital, but now it’s a women’s prison.” He was 
raised by parents who were accustomed to serving. Therefore, 
the mentality of a serviceman was passed on to Lonnie. 

Deciding he wanted to be a police officer at a young age, 
Lonnie worked as an officer for the Fort Worth Police 
Department for 32 years. He said, “I created relationships with 
a lot of individuals on the streets. I told numerous juveniles the 

consequences of their actions if they continued down the same 
path. I tried to encourage them to do the right thing, but, 
oftentimes, I dealt with the same people over and over even 
into adulthood. I hope somebody listened.” As he reflected on 
his time as an officer, he confessed, “I loved every minute of it!”

As retirement time drew near, his wife encouraged him to 
start a business or hobby to keep him busy. When she became 
aware of a framing business that was for sale, she shared this 
information with Lonnie. He contemplated the idea, and they 
bought the business. “We had that business for about seven 
years, and I didn’t think framing was a skill I really needed to 
learn,” he mentioned. “I thought, It’s just framing.”

 However, eventually, “I enrolled in the Professional Picture 
Framers Association’s seminar for framing,” Lonnie said. He 
learned it takes skill to create frames, more than he initially 
anticipated. Lonnie also attended Larson-Juhl Framing School, 
where he learned cheap mat work can fade into the picture and 
harm the quality of the artwork. He acknowledged, “I realize 
my work is secondary to the artist. The art is on stage whereas 
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Currently, Lonnie and his wife partner 
together in business. His wife suggested 
that he operate his framing business in 
the back of her antique shop. Lonnie 
named his business Blueline Framing, 
which refers to the police standing 
between the line of crooks and law-
abiding citizens.

Now he serves people who purchase 
paintings or have a nice photograph or 
family portrait that needs to be custom 
framed. Framing requires a specialized 
skill set that includes having the ability 
to do simple carpentry, knowing how 
to safely run a table saw and having a 
good eye for pleasing aesthetic designs. 
Also understanding color combinations 
and how to make a framed painting 
or photo nicely fit with the intended 
surroundings is a must. Contact Lonnie 
at Blueline Framing if you need custom 
photo framing, repairs for broken 
frames, replacement glass or custom 
matting for celebrations, holidays and 
birth announcements.

the frame is the accent. I specialize in 
displaying others’ work properly. I’m in 
business to make money, but I will send 
a person to Hobby Lobby if their price is 
best suited for them. I’m in business to 
make money, but not take advantage 
of people.”

Framing requires a 
specialized skill set 
that includes having 
the ability to do 
simple carpentry, 
knowing how to 
safely run a table 
saw and having a good 
eye for pleasing 
aesthetic designs.
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Cauliflower Tot and Turkey 
Sausage Breakfast Casserole

1 14- to 16-oz. pkg. frozen Birdseye
   Cauliflower Tots
1 Tbsp. olive oil
1 lb. turkey breakfast sausage
1/2 onion, chopped
4 cups broccoli, chopped
1 red bell pepper, chopped
1 green bell pepper, chopped
6 large eggs
1 cup fat-free milk
1 tsp. sea salt
1/4 tsp. black pepper
1/4 tsp. crushed red pepper

1/2 cup Swiss cheese, grated
1/2 cup Parmesan cheese, grated
 
1. Preheat the oven to 350 F; coat a 9x13-
inch baking dish with cooking spray. Arrange 
the cauliflower tots evenly in the prepared 
dish. Bake 8-10 minutes until they are crisp. 
2. Heat the oil in a large skillet over medium 
heat. Cook the sausage and onions for 5 
minutes, or until the sausage is brown.
3. Add the broccoli and bell peppers; cook 
for 10 minutes, stirring until the vegetables 
begin to soften. Spoon the mixture over 
the tots. 
4. Whisk together the eggs, milk, salt, black 
pepper and red pepper in a bowl. Pour 
evenly over the sausage, vegetables and tots.

Jennifer Warn enjoys entertaining guests and hosting family events. She 
said, “The kitchen is the heart of the home, and the dinner table is what 
brings everyone together. My memes and my mother inspired me to cook. 
Meme Jo’s specialty meal was chicken fried steak, mashed potatoes, corn and 
the tastiest yet simplest salad in town.”

Now Jennifer recreates the family’s favorite restaurant recipes. She loves 
to cook comfort foods in a healthy manner. She concluded, “I find a lot of 
inspiration on Pinterest and in good old Southern Living magazines.” Jennifer 
tries to lighten things up by adding her healthy flair.

5. Sprinkle with Swiss and Parmesan 
cheeses. Cover with foil; bake for 20 minutes. 
6. Uncover; continue baking for an 
additional 30 minutes, until bubbly.
 

Stuffed Buffalo Chicken 
Sweet Potatoes

4 5- to 7-oz. sweet potatoes
2 large boneless skinless chicken breasts
1 small bottle Frank’s Red Hot Sauce
2 Tbsp. coconut oil
1/4 tsp. sea salt
1/4 tsp. pepper
Ranch dressing, to taste 
Green onions, chopped
 
1. Wash the sweet potatoes; wrap them 
in foil.
2. Place the sweet potatoes in the oven at 
400 F for 1 to 1 1/2 hours.
3. Boil the chicken breasts until thoroughly 
cooked. Let cool; shred with a fork. Add the 
hot sauce, coconut oil, sea salt and pepper; 
cook for 10-15 minutes, until the coconut oil 
has dissolved.
4. Cut open the potatoes; stuff them with 

Jennifer Warn
— By Sandra Walters

CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
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desired amount of chicken. Drizzle with 
ranch dressing; top with green onions.  

Easy Sausage and 
Chicken Gumbo

1 3 1/2-oz. bag boil-in-bag rice
2 Tbsp. all-purpose flour
1 Tbsp. vegetable oil
1 cup yellow onion, chopped
1 cup green bell pepper, chopped
1 cup frozen cut okra
1 cup celery, chopped
1 tsp. garlic, chopped
1/2 tsp. dried thyme
1/4 tsp. ground red pepper
2 cups roasted skinless, boneless
   chicken breasts, chopped
8 oz. turkey kielbasa, cut into 
   1-inch pieces
1 14 1/2-oz. can diced tomatoes 
   with peppers and onion
1 14 1/2-oz. can fat-free, low-sodium
   chicken broth

1. Cook the rice according to the 
package instructions. 
2. Combine the flour and oil in a 
Dutch oven.
3. Add the next 7 ingredients; sauté over 
medium-high heat for 3 minutes until tender.
4. Stir in the chicken, kielbasa, tomatoes and 
broth; cook for 6 minutes. Serve over the rice.  

Biscuit and Gravy Bake

1 lb. bulk pork breakfast sausage
2 Tbsp. butter
1/4 cup all-purpose flour
1/2 tsp. salt
1/2 tsp. pepper
3 cups milk
1 16.3-oz. can refrigerated Pillsbury
   Grands Buttermilk Biscuits
 
1. Heat the oven to 350 F. Spray a 13x9-
inch glass baking dish with cooking spray.
2. In a skillet, cook the sausage 8-10 
minutes over medium heat. Using a 
slotted spoon, transfer the sausage to the 
baking dish.
3. Add the butter to the drippings in another 
skillet; melt. Add the flour, salt and pepper. 
Cook 1-2 minutes, or until thickened and 
beginning to brown. Stir in the milk; heat 
to simmering. Cook and stir 1-3 minutes, 
or until thickened. Pour the gravy over the 
sausage in the dish. 
4. Separate the dough into 8 biscuits; cut 
each biscuit into fourths. Top the sausage 
mixture with the biscuit pieces.
5. Bake 25-30 minutes, or until the biscuits 
are golden brown.
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Cheesy Zucchini Bake

3 medium zucchini
3/4 tsp. sea salt
1 1/2 cups Swiss Gruyere shredded
   cheese blend
1/4 tsp. black pepper
3 oz. Brie cheese, cut edges off
1/3 cup heavy cream
1 Tbsp. unsalted butter

with shredded cheese. Add another row and 
more shredded cheese. Continue alternating 
zucchini and cheese until you fill the entire 
baking dish. Season 3/4 cup shredded 
blended cheese lightly with black pepper. 
3. In a small saucepan, combine the Brie, 
cream, butter and garlic. Heat on low to 
medium-low heat; stir until the mixture is 
smooth. Pour the mixture evenly over 
the zucchini.
4. Sprinkle the remaining 3/4 cup 
shredded cheese blend on top along with 
the Italian seasoning.
5. Bake for 20-25 minutes, until the cheese 
on top is dark golden brown, and the 
zucchini softens.

2 cloves garlic, minced
1/2 Tbsp. Italian seasoning

1. Slice the zucchini into 1/4-inch slices; 
toss them with the sea salt. Place in a 
colander; set over the sink to drain for 20 
minutes. Pat dry at the end.
2. Preheat the oven to 400 F. In a small, 1.5-
qt. casserole dish, arrange the zucchini slices 
in several overlapping rows; sprinkle lightly 

Stuffed Buffalo Chicken 
Sweet Potatoes
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Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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Roth IRAs are tax-favored financial accounts that enable 
investors to save money for retirement. They differ from 
traditional IRAs in that taxpayers cannot deduct contributions 
made to a Roth. However, qualified Roth IRA distributions in 
retirement are free of federal income tax and aren’t included 
in a taxpayer’s gross income. That can be advantageous, 
especially if the account owner is in a higher tax bracket in 
retirement or taxes are higher in the future.

A Roth IRA is subject to the same contribution limits as a 
traditional IRA. The maximum combined annual contribution 
an individual can make to traditional and Roth IRAs is 
$6,000 in 2022, unchanged from 2021. Special “catch-up” 
contributions enable those nearing retirement (age 50 and 
older) to save an additional $1,000 above the regular annual 
limits. Another way in which Roth IRAs can be advantageous 
is that investors don’t have to begin taking mandatory 
distributions due to age, the Required Minimum Distribution. 
However, beneficiaries of Roth IRAs must take mandatory 
distributions. Roth IRA withdrawals can be made at any time 
and for any reason. Withdrawals of your own contributions are 
tax-free and not subject to the 10 percent federal income tax 
penalty for early withdrawals. 

In order to make a qualified income tax-free distribution 
of earnings, the account must meet the five-year holding 
requirement and the account owner must be either (a) age 
59 1/2 or older, (b) disabled, (c) deceased (and assets pass 
to beneficiaries) or (d) purchasing a first home ($10,000 
lifetime limit). Otherwise, withdrawals of earnings are subject 
to ordinary income tax and the 10 percent federal income tax 
penalty. [Certain additional exceptions apply to the 10 percent 
penalty tax, including withdrawals for unreimbursed medical 
expenses in excess of 7.5 percent of adjusted gross income, 
higher-education expenses, substantially equal periodic 
payments, the birth or adoption of a child (up to $5,000) and
qualified reservist distributions]. Keep in mind that even though 
qualified Roth IRA distributions are free of federal income tax, 
they may be subject to state and/or local income taxes. 

Eligibility to make annual contributions to a Roth IRA 
phases out for taxpayers with higher incomes. If you’re 
looking for a retirement savings vehicle with some distinct tax 
advantages, the Roth IRA could be appropriate for you. 

Todd Simmons is a registered representative with, and 
securities are offered through LPL Financial, Member FINRA/
SIPC. Investment advice offered through Advisor Resource 
Council, a registered investment advisor, and separate entity 
from LPL Financial.

What is a ROTH IRA?

FinanceNOW
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10/1
Founder’s Day Festival: Historical 
artisans, old-fashioned games, food 
trucks and more. Free. 10:00 a.m.-
4:00 p.m., Man House Museum,

604 W. Broad St.

10/4
FASFA Help Night:

All seniors are required by the state 
to complete the FAFSA, TASFA or an 
opt-out form in order to graduate. If 
you are planning to attend a college, 
university or technical school, you 
should complete the FAFSA even if 

you think you won’t qualify. Cost: Free. 
7:15-8:00 p.m., Mansfield ISD
Center for the Performing Arts,

1110 W. Debbie Ln. 

10/6
Senior Trip to the

State Fair:
For ages 55-plus. 9:30 a.m.- 4:00 

p.m., Mansfield Activities Center, 106 
S. Wisteria St. For information and 
to register, visit: https://anc.apm.

activecommunities.com/mansfield/
activity/search/detail/15117?onlineSit

eId=0&locale=en-US&from_
original_cui=true.

10/8-10/9
Writers in the Field:

Grown-up field trip for writers. Experts 
in all areas authors write about, 

demonstrate skills and answer questions. 
Cost: $65. 8:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m., 

Steampunk November Grounds, 492 

Cordes. www.writersinthefield.com.

10/23
WonderFall Fest:

Elementary school parade in the 
morning followed by fall-themed 

carnival games, student performances, 
food trucks, face painting and photo-
ops with live “unicorn” ponies, etc. 

Free. 10:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., Mansfield 
ISD Center for the Performing Arts, 

1110 W. Debbie Ln. (817) 299-1230.

10/28
Boo Bash:

An alternative to going door-to-door. 
A fun night of trunk-or-treating and 
Halloween candy! Ages 2 and over 

must register. Cost: Free to $10. 6:00-
8:00 p.m., Mansfield Activity Center, 

106 S. Wisteria St. Call
(817) 728-3680.

10/29
26th Annual Texas Country 

Reporter Festival:
Hosted by Bob and Kelli Phillips. 300-

plus craft booths, two food courts 
and a free Diamond Rio concert. 

Admission: Free. 9:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m., 
Downtown Waxahachie.

 

Submissions are welcome and 
published as space allows. Send
your current event details to
sandra.walters@nowmagazines.com.
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