


inside front
SW DEC Cover.indd   52 11/20/11   3:57 PM



www.nowmagazines.com  1  SouthwestNOW  December 2011

SWNDECContents.indd   1 11/19/11   9:16 AM



www.nowmagazines.com  2  SouthwestNOW  December 2011

SWNDECContents.indd   2 11/19/11   9:16 AM





www.nowmagazines.com  4  SouthwestNOW  December 2011

Editor’s Note
Merry Christmas!

Sometimes at this time of  year, I think it would be 
nice to be a shepherd watching my sheep by night on a 
quiet, starlit hillside with no electronic devices. I think of  
David, the psalmist, again watching sheep and penning the 
literature in which I most often find solace — a writer, out 
on a hillside in the night — my kind of  guy. I have written 
a few poems on Christmas Eve over the years, trying to 
compose a birthday gift for the One who gave me the 
best gift ever. For me, the best way to know my heart and thoughts and place in the 
universe (and the SouthwestNOW market) is to write. Each of  us has a story yearning 
to be told. Let me share yours. 

Hope you each find those perfect gifts to give and receive.

Beverly
Beverly Shay
SouthwestNOW Editor
bshay.nowmag@sbcglobal.net
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spiral Christmas trees and a candy cane 
lollipop trail leading to Santa’s workshop. 
Santa himself, however, stays warm all 
season inside the Gregory’s dining room 
window. “You can see him from the 
street, sitting at our dining room table 
drinking hot cocoa,” Dave said.

Besides the elf  collection that began 
45 years ago, the holidays aren’t complete 

without a few 
other Gregory 
traditions. “We 
also have a 
family favorite 
— traditional 
Christmas 
cookies — 
which is central 
to our holiday 
activities,” 
Joyce said. The 
cookie includes 
red and green 
candied cherries 
and pineapple. 
“The grandkids 
can smell them 
when they come 
in the front 
door, and we 

can’t hide them. I bake dozens and dozens 
at Christmastime, and that’s all I bake.”

A skirt sewn by Joyce’s sister when 
the Gregorys’ first son was born finishes 
off  the tree each year, and several of  
Joyce’s original ceramic pieces come out 
for the holidays. A plastic reindeer and 
sleigh from Joyce’s childhood may be 
the oldest decoration, and a Christmas 
countdown calendar from their son’s trip 
to Regensburg, Germany, is the newest.

While it becomes an elf  haven this 
time of  year, the Gregory home sees 
changes and improvements year-round. 
The couple created a wall of  windows 
to enhance the view of  their creek-side 
backyard and just finished updating their 
master bedroom. Antique family quilts 
hold places of  honor, including a double 
wedding ring design by Joyce that was 
signed by guests at the couple’s 50th 
wedding anniversary in 2009.

“We designed the home, and we have 
made some nice changes over time. I 
picked the area for the trees and, in nicer 
weather, there’s not a lot of  time when 
we aren’t out back enjoying our deck,” 
Joyce admitted. There an antique coke 
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Center Blue Bonnet Rooms. Cost: $3. Photos with 
Santa: $5.

Find handmade gifts and strolling Dickens carolers 
at Holiday Market: 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m., DeSoto Civic 
Center Pecan Rooms.

The DeSoto Public Library Youth Advisory Board 
hosts Storytime With Mrs. Claus, crafts, carols, skits: 
11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m., library. (972) 230-9663.

Cedar Hill Library Friends’ Holiday Open House: 
1:00-3:00 p.m. Bring camera for pictures with Mr. 
and Mrs. Claus! (972) 291-7323.

December 6
DeSoto’s Tree Lighting Ceremony: 7:00 p.m., 
Civic Center Courtyard: DeSoto Youth Advisory, 
McCowan Middle School band/choir, Mayor Carl 
Sherman. www.ci.desoto.tx.us.

December 7
The Duncanville Women’s Club Luncheon/
Christmas Bazaar: 10:00 a.m., Golf  Club of  Dallas. 
Silent/live auctions, quilt raffle. Lunch: guests/$20; 
members/free. Reservations: (972) 296-4601 by 
6:00 p.m., December 4.

Meet Abe Elam (#26 Dallas Cowboys) at Holiday 
Fun Time Live: 7:00-11:00 p.m., DeSoto Rec. Center. 

Through December 9
Operation “Real Giving” 2011, TownePlace Suites 
by Marriott, DeSoto. Donate time and talents 
to make fleece blankets for local DFW 
children’s hospitals.

Through December 16
Drop letters to Santa at his mailbox in Duncanville 
City Hall. (Get a letter back!)

December 2-4
Cornerstone Theatre presents The Gin Game by 
CrossOver Theater. Friday/Saturday: 7:30 p.m.; 
Saturday/Sunday: 2:30 p.m. Cost: $12.

December 2
Join Pete Delkus of  WFFA-8 in Santa’s Helper’s 
toy drive benefiting underprivileged kids: 5:00-
10:00 p.m., Uptown Village, Cedar Hill. Bring new, 
unwrapped toys to the Village Green for Santa and 
his elves to unload. 

Duncanville Parade of  Lights “A Christmas 
Classic”: 7:00 p.m. Tree lighting, Memorial Park: 
entertainment, carolers, Santa. New parade route: 
Duncanville.com/recreation or call (972) 780-5070.

December 3
Breakfast With Santa: 9:00 a.m.-noon, hosted by 
DeSoto ISD and Council of  PTAs, DeSoto Civic 

$10. Details: www.ci.desoto.tx.us.

December 10
Penn Farm Family Holiday inaugural holiday 
celebration: 5:00-8:30 p.m., CH State Park, 1570 W. 
FM 1382: traditional, historic festivities: music, lights, 
traditions, Santa. Cost: $5; 12/under: free; Texas 
State Park passes honored. (972) 291-5130.

December 11
Cedar Hill High School Library/Barnes & Noble 
Book Fair: noon-9:00 p.m., Barnes & Noble, 
Uptown Village. At checkout, use book fair 
#10569556 to support Cedar Hill High School. 
Desiree Alexander (225) 324-8605.

December 13
Snacks with Santa: 5:30 p.m., Duncanville Recreation 
Center. (972) 780-5070.

Duncanville Library’s Dad’s Night Out: Holiday on 
Strings: 7:00-7:45 p.m.

December 27
Cedar Hill Library celebrates Kwanzaa: 7:00-9:00 
p.m. (972) 291-7323.

Submissions are welcome and published as 
space allows. Send your event details to 
bshay.nowmag@sbcglobal.net.

DECEMBER 2011Calendar

SWNCalendar 1-2pg.indd   43 11/22/11   7:44 AM





inside back
SW DEC Cover.indd   53 11/21/11   9:59 AM






