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Regenerative Medicine
with Platelet Rich Plasma
(PRP) Therapy

A proven safe and effective way to treat
Arthritis and other conditions without
using any medications.

The Solution is in your blood.

Conditions that can be treated with PRP Therapy:

- Osteoarthritis - Neuropathy

- Bursitis - Muscle, Ligament and
- Tendonitis Tendon tears/ injuries
- Fibromyalgia - And Many more

Relieve Knee Pain
with PRP

Our FDA approved Knee Pain/Osteoarthritis Treatment
has over 90% proven success.

Treatment is safe, easy and requires

NO SURGERY

Call today if you experience any degree
of Rnee pain or discomfort.

Treatment is covered by most insurance
companies including Medicare.

Living Life Pain Free

|
CALL NOW AT UNIVERSITY PLAZA, 401 N. HWY 77 SUITE #1 « WAXAHACHIE

214.550.0680 WWW.VCAREHEALTH.ORG
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Afraid of the dentist?

Come relax with oral sedation and nitrous.

T
Come meet Dr. Martin Dr. Martin does white fillings, crowns, bridges, veneers, implants,

and the rest of the caring Fearless team. implant dentures, root canals, extractions & Invisalign. He also sees

children. Our hygienists, Melinda & Charlsy, do deep cleanings if
gum disease is present. Years of dental needs can be completed
quickly and with very few appointments all in our office.

Same-day treatment available.
No-interest financing W.A.C. for up to 2 years.
Convenient Hours: 8am-5pm M-Th

In network with these
major PPO plans:

r. Aetna, Delta, Cigna, Metlife,
" Blue Cross Blue Shield of Texas,
» Humana, Principal, Ameritas,
Guardian, Dental Select

g www.FearlessDental.com

Mention this ad and get FREE WHITENING FOR LIFE when you become a patient at Fearless Dental.
After all dental work is completed, you’ll receive FREE trays and then FREE whitening gel at every cleaning.

972-617-3322 - 101 Austin Boulevard - Suite 100 - Red Oak, TX 75154

Lower only with 2 $292
implants §6 995 menh,

for 24 months

"
\fff/ .9 Upper or lower with $375

BLL e dimplants $8 995 menh,

for 24 months

*With Valid Care Credit

Call our office for more details and to schedule your complimentary snap on consultation.




HAVE A MERRY CHRISTMAS

& A HAPPY NEW YEAR
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Deep Eddy Vodka Jagermeister
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Evan Williams Pennsylvania
Egg Nog Dutch Egg Nog
$7.99 750ml $11.99 750ml
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The Salvation Army bells ring
to awaken our consciousness
to the needs around us.
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The Salvation Army represents the best
days of the Wheelers’ lives.

Bridging the Gap
A local foundation is helping out some
very special teens.

A Festival of Lights

At Home With Chad and Stacey Sumrall.

Black and Gold
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Kaci Wiens takes her handmade prom dress
to the judges and wins big.

Creating a Winter
Wonderland

With a little planning, you can fill your yard
with holiday cheer.
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Editor’s Note

Merry Christmas, Midlothian!

The Flor de la Noche Buena or “Flower of the Holy Night”
poinsettia will bloom brilliantly during the Christmas season. The
vivid colors of the poinsettia flower bring an air of festivity to
holiday celebrations all around the world. This flower is so special
it has its own legend about a poor Mexican girl with nothing to
give for Christmas. She was guided by an angel to gather weeds
and lay them on the altar of her church as a gift offering. There

the weeds burst into the crimson colored leaves known as the poinsettia plant.

The little gitl’s desire to give a gift on Christmas is in keeping with the tradition of giving
on that holiday. It all began when the Christ child was born and the wise men came bearing
opulent gifts to honor His birth. Although Christmas is richly steeped in tradition, it is not
about crowded malls, fanciful trees or brightly colored lights. To me Christmas is about
celebrating the birth of the one for whom the holiday was created — Jesus Christ.

May your gift giving this season bring much wonder, peace and joy to others!

Betly

Betty Tryon
MidlothianNOW Editor

betty.tryon@nowmagazines.com

PS. The publisher and staff of NOW Magazines wish you and your family a very merry
Christmas and the happiest of holiday seasons!

/ MCKEEVER

A Full-Service Real Estate Company

OFFICE: 469-612-5321

972-824-6017

FAX: 469-612-5322

111 N. 8th Street, Midlothian, TX 76065

REALTORS®

JOIN NOW!
Starting from: $40/month
* State-of-the-Art Gym
* Unlimited Free Classes
e Fitness Tracker
» Senior, Military,
College Student
and Teacher Discounts

972-544-4205
www.mainstgym.net

b Biggest Loser’ 7&\5
Team Competition 251 7
starts in January!

Sign-ups begin this December.
Y ( Call for more details.

Therapeutic Partners of Texas
* Orthopedic Physical Therapy
* Sports Rehabilitation
¢ Aquatic Therapy
* Work Rehabilitation
(Functional Capacity Evaluations/Work Conditioning)
972-723-5005
vww.therapeuticpartnerstx.com

| .' -"7 \\1

/,4 J

Mindi Benner, PT i Devitto, PT  Jennifer lleﬂ PTA
m GRASTON LSYTBIG
e e O Parkinson's Rehabiitation

1000 E. Main Street - Suite 205 - Midlothian

Member of the American Physical Therapy jon WorkSTEPS licensed provid
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Voted Best Mortgage Company in
Ellis County 2013, 2014 2015 & 2016

Your GATEWAY to HOMETOWN Service and Expertise:
\ \ | . The Waxahachie office has over 100 COMBINED YEARS
] ” \ = : . of experience in the mortgage industry.
So, whether you are purchasing a new home, considering

—MORTG AGE GROUP By ( refinancing or even sgeking access to your home's equity,

we have the right solution to meet nearly any mortgage need.
GATEWAY MORTGAGE GROUP IS A REGISTERED SERVICE MARK OF GATEWAY MORTGAGE GROUP, LLC NMLS 7233

R T

WE PROMISE:

« Community-first Approach

* Local Underwriting

* Reliable Closings & 7oA e .
Services for a Lifetime Jeff Schmidt Tom Ker Nick Hester

Terry Wooten Lanc\t; Wallace
CONSTRUCTION LOANS 817.681.7897 972.365.7022 469.855.9262 214.949.9285 903.571.9869
egional Manager  Senior Loan Officer ~ Senior Loan Officer ~ Senior Loan Officer Loan Officer

\( r g R
NOW AVAILABLE! NMLS# 91368 NMLS# 356892 NMLS# 338108 NMLS# 224831 NMLS# 1146461

5

T www.TheSchmidtGrp.com | 972.937.2200
1332 W. Hwy. 287 Bypass, Suite 1, Waxahachie &
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We're all excited to be here

Meet Doris, Branch Manager at our
newest location in Midlothian. Doris has

been with Texas Trust for 8 years.

“I've been having a great time
reconnecting with members, old

and new - especially some members

from the Cedar Hill branch. We’'re

all excited to be here in Midlothian!”

Stop by our newest branch in
Midlothian and ask Doris about

a Checking20 account today.

201 E. Avenue G

TEXAS TRpST

C R E D T

972.263.5171 | TexasTrustCU.org

Federally insured by NCUA. Membership required.



DOING THE

Every year, thousands of stores and street corners around the world
DOING THE MOST GOOD* become donation centers for one of the most well-known charitable groups
SALVATIONARMYDPW.ORG, [ ' #aume on the planet, The Salvation Army. The Salvation Army works year-

‘ : round helping millions of people in many ways. Hearing the bells ringing
and seeing volunteers has become as much a Christmas tradition as wassail
and gingerbread houses. The money raised through the annnal fettle
program helps The Salvation Army assist thousands of children, families
and senior citizens, providing gifts and food assistance, allowing them all to
have a merry Christmas.

For Les and Linda Wheeler, Camp Hoblitzelle and The Salvation Army represent the
best days of their lives. Les grew up in Mt. Arian, North Carolina, and he and his family




MOST GOOD

— By Zachary R. Urqubart n—

did not have a lot. “Because
we didn’t have much,” he said,
“there wasn’t a lot to do.”” He
first got involved with The
Salvation Army because

they had a Boy Scout troop.
Eventually, he started taking
part in other youth corps
activities, and that would

lead to his life changing

forever. “I got a chance to
go to the camp in South
Carolina, and that’s where
I was saved,” he detailed.
“By the time I was 14,




ASK ABOUT OUR HOLIDAY BOARDING
DISCOUNT OFFER

{ FREE Blueberry Facial }

w/ any grooming. Expires Dec. 31

840 E. Mam St. | Midlothian | 972.775.7800 | www.midlothiandogs.com

Full grooming services include organically formulated “Natural Groomer” Products

Find Dr. Right,

CALL 1.800.4BAYLOR

VISIT BaylorHealth.com/Waxahachie
CHOOSE FROM MORE THAN 250 PHYSICIANS BY

O & 308

Location Specialty Gender Name

For a physician referral or for more information, call 1.800.4BAYLOR
or visit us online at BaylorHealth.com/Waxahachie.

?Ila BaylorScott&White

MEDICAL CENTER
WAXAHACHIE

2400 North Interstate 35, Waxahachie,TX 75165

FOLLOW US ON: nu
Username: BaylorHealth

nbers of the medical staff at one of Baylor Scott & White Health’s subsidiary, community or
g U ” / g Y

Physicians provide clinical services as
affiliated medical centers and do nor provide clinicalservices as employees or agents of those medical centers, Baylor Health Care System,
Scott & White Healtheare or Baylor Scott & White Health. © 2015 Baylor Scort & Whire Health BMCWax_300_2014 CE 04.15

‘AS A KID, | SAW
THESE PEOPLE AS
MY ROLE MODELS,
[ WANTED TO BE
LIKE THEM. AND

THEN WE SPENT
YEARS WORKING
WITH PEOPLE JUST
LIKE THAT.

I knew I wanted to become a minister
in the Army.” After high school, Les
went to The Salvation Army’s version of
seminary, Evangeline Booth College in
Atlanta, Georgia. It was there he would
meet the woman with whom he has lived
a life of service.

Linda grew up in Texas, living around
Ft. Worth before moving to Waco as
a child. “T grew up in a family of five
sisters, and we did not have anything,”
she admitted. “We got to know The
Army because my mom would go get
food from their pantries and shop at
the thrift stores. They even made sure
we had presents at Christmas. It wasn’t
a hand out, it was a hand up.” The
Salvation Army offered Linda’s mom a
job working at one of the stores, and the

www.nowmagazines.com 10 MidlothianNOW December 2016



family became more and more involved
in the corps, including sending the gitls
to camp in the summer. “My first time at
Hoblitzelle was when I was 8 or 9, she
recounted. “I really grew up out there,

I just love it.” At an early age, she knew
God was calling her into the ministry, and
she headed off to school in Atlanta.

Les and Linda were only a year apart
in their studies, and they met in 1967 at
the school. “Back then, there were only
a few hundred kids enrolled at a time,
so you knew everyone,” Les said. “We
got married February 14, 1970, once
we were both done with school.” Upon
finishing college, Les and Linda were
both commissioned as lieutenants and
ordained as ministers in The Salvation
Army. They have two daughters, both
of whom live in Midlothian. Angela is
married to Joel, is mom to two boys, and
is a dental assistant in town. Kristian

&; dental center of midlothian

* Comprehensive care dentistry
* [nvisalign teeth straightening
* Sedation dentistry ® Implants

972.723.3567

FRELE

Teeth Whitening

For New Patients — Take-home Trays

*with purchase of X-rays, cleaning and exam
Some restrictions may apply. Offer expires 12/31/16. Call Today!
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HE
Hidden Hills

LUXURIOUS GATED COUNTRY LIVING

* Qutside City Limits * HOA
* Wooded Lots * Underground Utilities
* Gated Community * Sewer Connection

» Residential Development with 1+ Acre Lots

—

Country living at its best.

Mark Chapman
817-686-8105 « maypearlhiddenhills.com ¢ sales@maypearlhh.com

CONCRETE STAININ AND OVERLAY
DOING MORE, WITH LESS

Don’t tear it out... Resurface It!

* Concrete Countertops * Stained Floors * Shower/Tub Renovations ¢ Patios * Pool Decks
* Interior Floors + Walkways ¢ Driveways

Call Now! FREE

972.217.9880 ESTIMATES
www.concreteandmore.com  Local References, Insured, Guaranteed n

has followed somewhat in her parents’

footsteps. She works as an accountant at
the division headquarters in Dallas.

They both had short commissions
before they were married, and once
together, their travels really started. They
ended up with almost 20 posts over their
careers that touched six decades, which
is not unusual in The Army. “We came
from the Methodist Church, so we follow
their model of moving ministers every
few years. You might have five or six
in one spot, but most posts are only a
couple of years,” she added.

In their time as ministers, Les and
Linda have loved being that helping hand
up to people in need. “I remember after
Katrina, Hoblitzelle opened as a refugee
spot for the overcrowded Superdome,”
Les said. “And there was one lady who
had been separated from her young son.
Well, we found him in Tyler, and drove
her out there to be reunited. And a
month later, we got a call from this lady
just wanting to thank us for helping,”

In the summers, being an officer
meant serving at one of The Army
camps around the country. “I was really
without direction until The Army reached
out to me, so I loved being able to help
others find their direction,” Les admitted.

In addition to working with
thousands of kids over their decades
of service, Les and Linda got to serve
alongside many individuals who share
in their passion for ministry. “As a kid,

I saw these people as my role models, I
wanted to be like them,” Linda explained.
“And then we spent years working with
people just like that.” Though there

are commissioning posts all around the
world, The Army tends to be a small
world. “You’ll work with people for

a while, then you move away, but you
end up crossing paths at camp or doing

Wwww.nowmagazines.com 12 MidlothianNOW December 2016
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“A hidden gem...good food and a relaxing atmosphere.
TripAdvisor

* % % % Y

“Absolutely amazing! The Lighthouse is a fantastic place full of caring and wonderful people.
Zomato

* % %k ok ok

“Good food often with live music. Different than anything else around.”
Google

* %k % Kk ok

“Amazing drinks, mellow vibe, great service and charitable!”
Yelp

”»

”

Serving Great Food and Drinks Since 2009 *1404 North Ninth Street * Midlothian « 972.723.5282 « lighthousecoffeebar.com
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Court

VISIT OUR SHOWROOM TODAY!!

disaster relief,” she said. As a show of
appreciation every year, The Army hosts

a great Christmas event for officers and
staff alike, so Les and Linda got to spend
time seeing old friends and meeting new
ones while reveling in holiday cheer.

As they neared retirement, Les and
Linda started thinking about where to
settle, and Midlothian was a top choice.
“Angela met Joel at Hoblitzelle, and they
were set on Midlothian,” Les detailed.
“Kiristian was thinking about moving
here, and when we started talking about
it, she made up her mind, too.” Once
they had decided on Midlothian, they had
a unique opportunity. “The Army wanted
to have someone from headquarters
living near the camp, so they bought this
house,” he enlightened. “So we lived here
for the last few years of our commission,
and then once we retired, we just bought
the house from The Army.” Les even
works on the grounds crew a few days
a week, and Linda helps coordinate
special events.

It has been an amazing transition for
them. They are close to family, and they
still get to see firsthand the good The
Army does year-round, but especially
during the Christmas season. Though
the average person may never know just
how far the spare change they throw in a
red kettle goes, Les and Linda have seen
that change in their own lives. And since
making Midlothian their home, they have
seen a whole group of friends follow
suit. “After we moved, our friends who
were retiring from The Army started
she laughed. “We weren’t the
first officially to retire here, but we were
here first.”

Now, Les and Linda represent almost
10 Salvation Army couples that have
retired in either Midlothian or elsewhere
in Ellis County. After a lifetime fulfilling
The Army’s motto of “doing the most
good,” Les and Linda are still seeing The
Army do good in their own lives.

joining us,”

www.nowmagazines.com 14 MidlothianNOW December 2016
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* WAXAHACHIE AUTOPLEX IS
PROUD TO BE THE

) 2017 OFFICIAL PARTNER
\ OF THE (

Tg,ﬁT DOING THE BOYS & GIRLS CLUBS
&) MOST GOOD e

Vo The 2017 models are rolling off the trucks
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N and NOW is the time to save thousands
on all 2016 models!

HOME OF THE 2-YERR COMPLIMENTARY MAINTENANCE PLAN
SeRviNG ELLS county o surrouonc ks S B B -2 05-5606

WWW.WAXAUTOPLEX.COM SALES: Mon-Sat9-8 SERVICE: Mon-Fri 7-6 » Sat 7-5 * Closed Sun




She is like so many people her age. She sleeps late when she can. She
loves hanging out with friends, and usually has her phone nearby so

she can reach them via text or social media. She finished high school

not really sure of what was to come next. Masson Simmons is just
like many millennial young adnlts today, except, she is not.

When Masson was 2 1/2 years old, she started having severe seizures, sometimes dozens
a day. Four months of treatment at Children’s Medical Center under the careful supervision
of a neurosurgical team led to Masson being seen by Dr. Gerald So. Muscle biopsies were
done. They were looking for a neuro brain deterioration disorder, but they found no cause

F




Family Dentistry - Margaret Shaw, DDS

A
G AP

— By Zachary R. Urgubart

of why her muscles were atrophying at such
a fast rate. “They found she did have brain
deterioration on the frontal lobe of her
brain,” her mom, Tonya Hoffmann, explained.
Masson spent the next several years living
in a wheelchair, wearing a protective helmet
and spending many hours in physical therapy.
At age 6, after many years of hard work on
Masson’s part, she finally made it out of the
wheelchair, and started relearning things that
kids typically master in toddlerhood. While
she made significant strides, stopped having

We credit our success to our faith, the support of family,
friends and colleagues, and our outstanding patients.

Thank you for letting us serve you.

105 Ovilla Creek Court #200 - Ovilla
972-223-0313

WE HAVE MOVED!

Please come visit us at our new location and see our beautiful office!

There is an additional 1,600 sq. ft. available in the new building.

This is a great opportunity for an accountant, doctor, lawyer, etc.

who wants brand new office space. For more information contact
Stephen James at 214-213-2202.

www.MargaretShawDDS.com
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Wallace Lott General Contractor LLC is
ready to serve all your contracting needs.
We oy A@tg rzgéﬁ 210ty whoat we say.

Residential & Commercial

Roof Repairs - Got leaks? We can fix them.
Roofing * Remodeling
Bathroom « Kitchens
Replacement Windows + Painting
Cedar Patio Covers + Custom Garages
Custom Cedar Fences + Outdoor Kitchens
Hometown Trusted Builder
# 40 years experience
* Fully insured/bondable
* Insurance negotiation
specialist for property claims
# Licensed insurance adjuster

Christmas
pDiscount

With this ad
*Based on size

Y |
972.679.67

DERMATOLOGY FOR THE WHOLE FAMILY -

Corsicana | Waxahachie
CLOSE TO HOME

MEDICAL ARTS DERMATOLOGY
YOUR ELLIS COUNTY DERMATOLOGIST SINCE 1997

Now Accepting
New Patients!

We Accept All Major
Insurances; Including Tricare,
Scott & White, & Medicare.

Schedule a
Skin Evaluation

medartsderm.com Katie Heimer, MPAS

| ledical

» 2460 N. Interstate 35E, Suite #240
\¥axahachie, TX 75165
@\ Dermatology

John Biltz, MD Joleen M. Volz, MPAS

PA-C

469-548-6891

» 401 Hospital Dr., Suite #100
Corsicana, TX 75110
903-875-0413

GENERAL DERMATOLOGY @ COSMETIC DERMATOLOGY @ SURGICAL DERMATOLOGY
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visible seizures and was off medication by
fourth grade, Masson was diagnosed with
dementia on her frontal lobe. “Basically,
she was about four years behind when it
came to educational and developmental
milestones,” Tonya summatized.

In order to help her catch up in school,
Masson was enrolled in special classes
for kids who were far behind, but still
functioned at a high level. “I went to
Mt. Peak for elementary, but then I went
to Walnut Grove because they had the
classes I needed,” she detailed. When she
finally got to Midlothian High School,
she was still well behind grade level, but
was having something more like a typical
teenage life. “Besides going to school, I
like to fish and swim,” she said. “I used to
do basketball with the Special Olympics,
and I’m about to start doing Jiu-Jitsu with
Randy Clayton.”

www.nowmagazines.com 18 MidlothianNOW December 2016
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It was in Masson’s high school years
that she met MeLissa Boler, one of the
special education teachers in Midlothian.
For years, MeLissa had worked with
students like Masson who faced an
uncertain future after graduation. Because
of this, she created the Bridges Training
Foundation, an organization that helps
high-functioning students with disabilities
for two years after graduation. “They have
classes to learn to transition into society
through a coordinated program called
Evaluate at Navarro College,” Tonya
said, also stating that Masson and her
fellow students are still registered on their
respective district rosters. “Then they also
find local businesses where the kids can
work, so they get used to having a job and
being in the workforce.”

“When | look at where Mason was a year ago,
| have seen her

GROW

and mature so much.”

For decades, kids like Masson faced
a tough transition after high school.
She is higher-functioning than life skills
students. On the other hand, typical
special education students are only about
a year behind educational markers, and
Masson was not. While college is not
immediately realistic for students like
Masson, it is a goal that seems attainable
one day. That is why MeLissa created
Bridges, to be a gap from high school to

college, and to allow high-functioning

7d,
FINE FURNITURE

We Guarantee
Lowest Prices!

Get your home
theliday ready!

469-458-2481 « WWW.GIGISFINEFURNITURE.COM
1000 E. Main, Suite 303 « Midlothian, TX 76065

TRACTOR SALE!

:ll"i"'n. 1

'1023E- 4x4 Tractor .

, [3025E - 4x4 Tractor

>

#a ! J N S e S L mBe

WACO HILLSBORO CLEBURNE
6229 S.1-35 1520 S. ABBOTT AVE.

3319 NORTH MAIN
254-756-5467  254-582-2572 817-641-7861

ENNIS
4839 N. 1-45
972-878-9691

www.BrazosvValleyEQ.com
@ JOHN DEERE ‘ Brazog Valley
equipmen
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Over 1 million
feet of seamless ram

gutters installed

ELLIS COUNTY'S #1 CHOICE

for seamless rain
gutters for over 20 years.

5-Year
Workmanship
Warranty

DEBT BRINGING
YOU DOWN? [NJURED?

ynfidential Legal Assistance

Free Consultation
LAW OFFICE OF
VIciiM
CCARTHY
Helping Individuals
& Small Businesses for overja

DEBT RELIEF
e Eliminate or Pay Debt Back at 0%
* Stop Foreclosures * Refinance Vehicles

4

-

PERSONAL INJURY ASSISTANCE

* Auto Accidents e Construction Site
Accidents ® Death Claims

students with disabilities the chance to
get prepared for college or the workforce.
“Masson is a fine example of what
happens when a student is surrounded
by individuals who are focused on what
they can do, instead of what they think
they can’t do,” MeLissa said. Midlothian
only has a few students each year who fit
the criteria, so MeLissa reached out to
Masson and Tonya when she graduated
in 2015.

Masson goes from the high school
to Navarro College each day, where she
joins kids from Ovilla, Red Oak and
Waxahachie. They have classes ranging
from math and chemistry to sessions on
how to fill out job applications. They
even take trips to banks, apartments and
colleges to learn how to transition into
society. “Mrs. Boler teaches most of it,
but sometimes they have other people
come in to help, too,” Masson described.
“They teach us how to dress and act
when we go on interviews.” Around
noon, the students head off to their jobs
at local businesses. “My dad works for
Martin Marietta, so I did an internship
there,” she said.

While Masson had a unique experience
in getting to work an office job, most
of the companies who take on Bridges
students are fast-food restaurants and
grocery stores. “Unfortunately, a lot of
companies are not willing to take on the
kids from Bridges, but that is what we
are trying to change.” Tonya has talked

to many local companies, and is hoping
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to get more Realtors, insurance agents

and businesses to give Bridges students

a chance. “I will say, Brookshire’s and
Walgreen’s have supported the program,
and they pay the workers even though

they don’t have to,” she added. Because

it is considered a student program, the
companies can have the kids work 10
hours a week without pay, though that

is something else Tonya is trying to get
changed. “Most companies are reluctant to
bring them on. It’s like MeLissa says, they’re
looking at what could go wrong, instead of
what could go right,” Tonya said.

Currently, Masson is working at Pizza
Inn, though she has greater aspirations
for the near future. “I have a lead through
Bridges with the Midlothian Police
Department,” she explained. And whatever
she does in the next yeat, she already
has plans once her time with the Bridges
Foundation is complete. “I love babysitting,
and I’m thinking about getting my nurses
aid certification,” she detailed.

“Aside from a specific job or trade
school, I love seeing how Masson is more
ready to be a part of the community,”
Tonya added. Along with getting the
students ready, Bridges works to provide
people within the community resources
on people with disabilities and how they
function. “When I look at where Masson
was a year ago, | have seen her grow
and mature so much,” Tonya concluded.
Thanks to this one-of-a-kind program
and an amazing support team, Masson is
bridging the gap.
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AT HOME WITH Chad and Stacey Sumrall

Christmas is all around us, and that means homes
are adorned with lights, tinsel and decorations. For
some, Christynas is a time to show off their holiday
cheer. For others, it is a time to show off their
decorative creativity. For Chad and Stacey Sumrall,
Christmas is a time for family gatherings, ever-evolving
traditions and lighting up their home to show their
Christmas spirit.

Chad grew up in Watauga, graduating from Haltom High
School before starting college at Texas Christian University. “I
didn’t know exactly what I wanted to do, but I studied to be a
paramedic and transferred to Tarrant County Junior College,” he
explained. “After years as a medic, I finished at The University
of Texas at Arlington and started med school at Midwestern
University in Arizona in 1999.” Along the way, Chad met Stacey,
and by the time he entered med school, they had been married
almost a decade.

R PR
. .

L

. .

.
¥

»°
.utul'n-'
e

hts

— By Zachary R. Urqubart

Stacey grew up in Maypearl, and went to EMT/Paramedic
school straight out of high school. “I worked for Ellis County
for a year, and then spent 12 years working in Ft. Worth,” she
said. “T was working for MedStar EMS when we met. We dated
for a few years and got married in August of 1992.” Stacey
finished nursing school in 1995, and worked in pediatrics for just
over a decade, before staying home with their children.

In 1994, Chad and Stacey welcomed their first child, Ashley.
“She is kind of following in our footsteps,” Chad said. “After
graduating from TCU, she enrolled in EMT school at Navarro.
She knows she wants to do something in the medical field, but
she isn’t sure what.” While Chad was working on his medical
degree, they welcomed Brayden into the family. “He is a
sophomore at Midlothian High School. He plays trombone in
the band, and he’s almost done with his black belt in Tae Kwon
Do,” Chad described.

After a three-year stint in Jackson, Mississippi, for residency,
the family moved to Midlothian. “My family’s still in Maypearl,
so we liked the idea of moving somewhere close,” Stacey
detailed. “Early on, they helped with the kids a lot. Plus, we
wanted to be away from the city, so this was perfect.” Stacey
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in the main first aid area and as a field
airway physician at some home games,”
he said excitedly.

When driving up to the house, curved
lines that go from the house to the
landscaping to the lawn give an almost
exotic feel to a home with beautiful curb
appeal. During the season, lights brighten

up the entry. “It takes some work getting
everything set up,” Stacey mentioned.
Each tree and large shrub has its own
color scheme, and the walkways are
trimmed in white light.

One of Stacey’s favorite parts of
the house is the stone archway inside
the foyer. “The unique appearance of

the stone really sets it apart from the
other houses,” she said. They add LED
icicle lights in the front hallway, which
complement the lights and decor of their
rich-wooded, open kitchen that overlooks
the living room.

Chad and Stacey move some of their
plush living room furniture to display
the larger of their two trees in the living
room, complete with every sentimental
ornament the kids ever made. “We’ve
always put the kids’ ones on display,”

Stacey said. “One year, we tried making it
fancier, but I didn’t like it.”” They alternate
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white and multi-colored lights, so the tree
can have variable appearances.

Past the kitchen and elegant nook,
there is a smaller second living space
that they consider their catch-all room.
“And we have a second tree with a more
traditional look in here,” Stacey said.

“The kids have made wreaths that
we use to decorate their doors for
Christmas,” Stacey explained. Ashley’s
room is adorned with blue and green,
and an awesome ticket stub collection
shows her love of live music. Brayden’s
room shows an evolution of hobbies,
from sports, to gaming, to fancy cars
that go fast.

The master bedroom is relatively
simple, with a large bed as the visual
centerpiece. “With my odd hours, the
bedroom is really a place that stays quiet
and dark,” Chad laughed. “Sometimes I
have a normal schedule, and some days
I don’t get to sleep until it’s already light
out.” The more eye-catching room is
Chad’s office in the front of the house,
as it is elegantly trimmed, and the walls
are covered with autographs that range
from Jimmy Buffett to professional
athletes. “My favorite is the picture with
James Garner,” he recounted. “I was the
paramedic specifically for James Garner
on the set of the Lonesome Dove sequel.
So I took this photo with him, had it
developed and had another medic take
it and get it signed. This was before the
days of cell phone pictures,” he detailed.

The backyard shows off their love
of Jimmy Buffett, from signs featuring
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his lyrics to a tiki bar that seems like
it belongs in one of his music videos,
and even a portable bar made from
the working parts of a pop-up trailer
they take to see concerts each year. At
Christmas, the backyard is a huge light-
show display, and the rest of the year, a
pool surrounded by vegetables gives a
unique feel. “Most people would have
a garden,” Stacey said. “But everything
grows so well right here, so here it is.”
With the concert stuff, the pool and
seasonal lighting, their backyard is a
perfect picture of where Chad and Stacey
are in life. As the family gets older, their
interests fluctuate and they balance new
stages in life while holding onto traditions
of the past. “Last year, Ashley went on a
trip, so we couldn’t do exactly our normal
thing, and Brayden didn’t like changing
the way we had always done Christmas
morning,” Chad concluded. While
their customs may transform, nothing
will soon change the joy they get from
lighting up the Christmas season.
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It was a daring move. Kaci Wiens, senior
at Heritage High School, wanted to mafke her
dress for the most important social event in high
school — her high school prom. The plans for this
occasion typically begin months before with great

emphasis on finding the perfect dress. ‘1 guess a
lot of people don't make their own prom dress,”
Raci acknowledged. “1've never heard of anyone
in Midlothian doing that. I thought I would matke
my dress, love it and that would be the end of
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As a Midlothian native and now a

senior at Heritage High School, Kaci
remembers getting a sewing machine for
Christmas in the fifth grade. She played
with American Girl Dolls and enjoyed
sewing their clothes. “They’re not as good
as the ones in the store,” she admitted,
“but, I could sew straight lines and used
Velcro and glued on rhinestones. It
looked tacky, but I liked it!”

In her sophomore year in high
school, Kaci took the regular fashion
class offered and loved it. She later took
advanced fashion during her junior year.
“I felt like I was pretty talented,” she
shared. “After sewing my American Dolls
clothes, I didn’t sew for about three years,
and then I sewed some pajama pants.
They were pretty easy. For the next big
project, I sewed myself a jumpsuit. I like
to sew my own clothes and sew mostly
skirts and shorts. It’s such a good feeling
when I’m done and think, I ade this!”

Initially when Kaci decided to sew her
own prom dress, she wanted the color
to be emerald green, thinking no one
else would have a green dress at prom.
However, after going online to the site of
a fabric store, she couldn’t find the color
of green she wanted. In her browsing,
she chose black and gold fabric for the
gown and purchased eight yards of the
material. Kaci thought she would never
sew another gown of that magnitude
because of all the challenges and amount
of time it took to complete the project.
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“I felt burned out on it,” she stated, “but,
changed my mind because it was cheaper
to sew my own. I could get exactly what
I wanted and it would be an original.

No one else would be wearing the same
dress. Making my prom dress was huge
to me, and everyone knew I’d made my
dress and had gone to competition with
it. Even though the dress is pretty, it is
more of a compliment of my hard work.
If someone likes it that means I did a
good job.”

After completing the dress, Kaci was
touched by the reaction she received
from her teacher. “When I tried it on for
the first time, my teacher cried,” Kaci
shared. “It was a big deal to me because I
had spent so much time on this dress. We
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OVER 20 YEARS
EXPERIENCE
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> » - Midlothian
FULL SERVICE FAMILY CLINIC OFFERING: ] Chiropractic

* Chiropractic * Sports Medicine

* Massage Therapy * Auto Accidents FREE T / 7HR MSSAGE

* Rehab * Most Insurance Accepted For Albew Chiro Pt

972-775-2550 « www.ChiroMidlo.com e 218 W. Ave. F o Midlothian, TX

mention this ad!
Expires 12/31/16

Family owned, Visit our Showroom
Texas built 3411 E. Hwy 377, Granbury

817-326-3003 » www.bestbuywalkintubs.com

added it up, and it was about 50 hours. I
put quite a bit of work into it, and it was
so worth it. I know a lot of gitls love their
prom dress, but I'm going to want to
keep this project. When I visited fashion
schools and told them I made my own
prom dress, they were like, “What?””

Kaci liked the fact that sewing her
gown was much cheaper than purchasing
it in a department store. She did some
research online and discovered that the
average prom dress costs $200 to $800.
The cost of all her materials together
was $167 — a substantial savings. “My
parents loved that of course,” Kaci
smiled. “T have a time log of every
minute I spent on this dress, and Mrs.
Baze told me to charge myself $8 an
hour. That brought the cost to $600.
With work like this, it would probably
cost at least $10 an hour. I thought, Wouw,
now I understand why they are so expensive!
Someone had to stitch it, and someone had to put
the beads on.”

As a member of FCCLA, Family
Career Community Leaders of America,
Kaci competed in Fashion Construction
with her prom dress. The competition is
called STAR, Students Taking Action For
Recognition. “My first competition was
in Waco, and I came in second place. 1
listened to the judge’s criticism and input
and fixed what they asked me to fix. The
critiques were easily fixable. Then I went
to Dallas for the state competition and
won first place. I competed against 21
other gitls, and the top two get to go to
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@ 760 N. Highway 67, Cedar Hill, TX 75104

972.569.7003 Cell » 972.291.0902 R. E. Sales * 972.291.0900 Rentals
]] ll l www.DLasater.com ¢ DonnaRealEstate2014(@yahoo.com

34 Years Top-selling Agent

REAL ESTATE & LASATER

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT

810 Longleaf Drive

Huge family home with lots of updates & upgrades like: granite  tile backsplash * mirrored DR wall « tile & parquet floors *
new foot leaded door & faucets * hardware « built-in entertainment center * cedar hot tub room * New high definition 16 seer AC
with humidifier » lifetime transferable warranty & 6 months service agreement * french doors * stained glass * double Jennair
oven * Thermador gas 4 burner with grill * compactor * 2 storage bldg. * 2” blinds * new 7-8 ft. fence * Hurry & See

HANSON o

I R ON WORIKS

ELLIS COUNTY’S #1 SOURCE FOR CUSTOM
WROUGHT IRON FOR OVER 20 YRS.

*WROUGHT (RON FENCES & GATES “AUTOMATIC GATE OPENERS ™ STONE & BRICK COLAMNS
2 /4/000 & /RON FENCE COMBOS ™ SERVICE AND REPAIR AL GATE DPENERS ™ BALCONY RAILINGS

wrwsaunesr WWW.HANSONIRONWORKS.COM #zamuin: < vish
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* Portable Storage Containers. Boat & RV Storage

» Local & Long Distance Moying. f

We Are Your Moving Team For Full Service Residential

And Commercial Moves. Gall Us At 972-921-6515.

& LONG Di&gaNge wovinG
R
S0eh e | 5

~

FROM

THE ESCALANTE GROUP

2%

L

b 4

kw ‘ KELLER WILLIAMS
REALTY

the
@ ESCALANTE
(972) 332-1693 Office
(214) 675-8545 Cell

Theescalantegroup.com
escalantegroupre@gmail.com

HARDESTY

LAW OFFICE

ESTATE PLANNING
WILLS « TRUSTS
PROBATE - FAMILY LAW
NON-PROFIT LAW
CIVIL LITIGATION

229 S. 9th, Midlothian, TX 76065

214.601.9462

hardestylawoffice.com

Call or email

for a consultation.

nationals.” Kaci’s first-place win earned
her a scholarship and a trip to nationals
in San Diego in July.

During her previous judging

experiences, participants were not
allowed to be in the room when judges
were inspecting the dresses, but Kaci,
along with other students, decided to
peek in when the door was open. “They
look at everything on the dress,” she
declared. “I had to give them a sheet that
marked my skill set used on the dress,
such as whether I used darts or had a
lining. In general, they are looking to see
if I had straight seams, if hand stitched
seams are hidden and if the zipper works.
They check to see if it looks like a dress
where time was put into it, and if it is
something I could sell and have it look as
if it came out of the store.”

Kaci’s $4,000 scholarship from Texas
Tech University and $3,000 scholarship
from FIDM Fashion Institute of Design
and Merchandising in California will
give her options after high school. “I
will also visit the Art Institute and other
fashion schools,” she referenced. “I want
to go into fashion for sure, like fashion
journalism. The designing part sounds
glamorous, but it’s a really hard job that
becomes your life, and I want to have a
family someday.”

Out of the many exciting moments
Kaci had with her prom dress, perhaps
her most satisfying experience happened
at nationals when she scored the highest
score in the southern region of the
country and won the highest ranking
honor — the gold medal. Kaci gives a
lot of credit to Mrs. Baze. “This was not
a project I could’ve done on my own.
I’m not as good at reading patterns and
knowing how much fabric to get. She
was a huge help.” As a senior, there are
no more fashion classes to take, but
whatever Kaci decides to do for her
future, fashion will be at its heart. NOXI
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“ _ MORTGAGE-COMPANY

Chase Norcross

Arthur Pierot

iaicssssis. ( MERRVCHRISTMAS ) 1%, 35"
CNorcross@GuildMortgage.net * o APlerot@GmIdMortgage net

101 NW Main St, Ennls, TX 75119
Office: (972) 937-4333 « Fax: (469) 533-1910
Company NMLS #3274. Branch NMLS #393949 & #1332255. This branch lends in Texas.

We help make your home buying or selling a great success!

100 Plaza Drive, Suite 500, Red Oak, TX 75154

J/orp
DERMATOLOGY

Andrew Word, MD ‘

Board Certified Dermatologist

R CALL
TO DAy

Cosmetic Dermatology

UT Southwestern Dermatology
Chief Resident
UT Southwestern Medical School ™

I
/

290 ‘jlllll‘x.l‘llf [ILELELILL - 7

/ 2460 NER

Accepting most majoﬁ;\i:f;nce S uite 285: WaxahaChle
L Ians, lncludlng Medlcare =

CaII to ¢ get scheduled toda' Open 5 Days Weekly
972-736-DERM (3376) | www.worddermatology.com
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Christmastime is near, and you may already
see adornment and trimming on your neighbors’
houses. Many people have family heirlooms or
other sentimental pieces inside their homes, but
they are typically more open to trying something
new on the outside of the house. Be creative,
and let your house front be your pallet. If you
are ready to change up how you dress your house

for the holidays, here are some ideas to win your
neighborhood decorating contest!

Lights, Decor, Action!

* Know your options. There are dozens of styles of light
strings, with slight variations along the way. While regular

r—




indoor lighting has been moving away

from traditional incandescent bulbs

in favor of more eco-friendly models,
Christmas lights are still offered in any
number of styles. You can buy strands
relatively cheap that will have the same
yellow “soft-white” you have seen

for decades, or you may opt for new
light-emitting diode styles that will
cost more up front but save money
on electricity for years to come.

* Bulbs are not created equal. The other
side of having plenty of options is that
you have to be careful when buying
new strands. When it comes to LED’s,
especially, every company will have
slightly different hues, so buy enough
strands. Lights are categorized by size,

Ask About Our Dental Savings Plan
Give Youvself

Hhe Giftk-of a
BW‘HF ul SMI‘QJ

¢ Cleanings & Exams ¢ Night Guards
¢ Crowns & Bridges ¢ Extractions
1/ * Digital X-rays * Fillings
* 3-D X-rays * Whitening
* Veneers * Dental
* Root Canals Implants

¢ Oral Sedation & Nitrous Oxide

MORGAN DENTISTRY

General Dentistry ® Accepting New Patients
Mark Morgan, DDS ® Mackey Morgan, DDS ¢ Chungmi Jo, DDS

1618 W Hwy 287 Business ® Waxahachie, TX ® 469-773-4074
T ® ¢ morgandentistry.co ;@ in

(972) 935-0304
,Vk 1509 W. Hwy. 287 Bl

Just west of Grand Avenue in Waxahachie
NowA@pen)ZDaysfalWeek

ST, 1255 ' N AT

45[;9 W, Hy 287&;
912 9350304

Tire Prices INCLUDE Tax, Mounting & Balance. | -
Most sizes are in stock! all,

Best Little Home Care Agency in TX!
Family Owned and Operated Since 2005

Call 972-723-2933 or email info@approvedhhc.com =

4 cus
proud Sponsors of: {1 K SPCATN
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JEWELRY
ristrnas Season!:

e

dyit

T Full Line of

Digital .
Picture with Bmewelry
& Loose

/.XII Appraisals S on s

We wonld like to be your personal
Jeweler. Our standard of excellence
and onr commitment to our

=l l'hi“.c'/ch H [l, J\/ ' J[H"_t’ 7"]

Italian third-generation family busintiss.
|

817-473-4008 * 1292 Hwy 157 N, Ste 104 (South of Debbie Ln)

www.mansfieldjewelry.com

fpa/umﬁ ftyle,
Stellar Sevvice,
I ncomfmmble Results.

RINOWIHIRINGY

114 S. 14th St. Midlothian, TX
972-775-KIDS(5437) + midlothiankids.com

' (s

0 ’
~“Jan Davis

ABR, ASP, CRS, GRI, SRES

Top Office Individual
Producer 1989-2014

Company-wide Top 30
Historic Home Specialist

Memorial

Chapel

811 S. Cockrell Hill Road
Duncanville, TX 75137
Phone: (972) 298-2334

jaynesmemorialchapel.com

(972) 283-7519

jandavis@ebby.com
www.cclljcndcvis.com (/'/(/'1'//;/ Lemelown service sauce 1998

—

-~

but even sizes can fluctuate between
brands. When you find the color and
style you want, consider buying several
extra strands. Spending a little now
will outweigh having to start over in a
few years just because a few strands
are dead.

® Plan before you hang. When
decorating, it is a major source of
frustration to reach the end of your last
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strand just before you get to the edge

of your house. Measure your edge, and
factor in losing a few inches per strand
for the slack you will inevitably have
and the inches you lose at each strand
connection spot. If you end up with
extra lights, you can cither hide them in
the gutter, or you can take out a bulb
to cut the power to the excess lights. A
professional Christmas light installation
company can assist you in creating the
look you are dreaming of.

Use the Yard

o [ ess is more, sometimes. Somewhere
between an empty front yard and a
Griswold-style Christmas, there is a
happy medium, displaying just the right
amount of holiday cheer. You want to
avoid crowding too much outside, but
think about adding lights to your trees
or bushes. Companies even make light
nets that make it easier than ever to
cover your shrubs and small trees.

* Include a statement piece. There is
much more than lights available for
decorating your yard. There is an ever-
growing list of variety in inflatable
decorations, so you can be the first
on your block with the latest trends.

Want it Free or 2 Price?
Host a Qualifying Party!

Open House
Dec2 &3
FRI Tpm —7pm
SAT 10am - 2pm
805 Amherst Dr | Waxahachie

Deb mlamgan

SuperStar Director & Founding Member

Choose YOUR Hours
Earn Recognition, Vacations,
Amazing Training & MORE!

INDEPENDENT
CONSULTANT

eFlameless.com | debimangan@sbcglobal.net
(972) 937-1440 Office » (903) 258-3513 Cell

ENDABLE
PAGIERS

Packing « Unpacking

Organizing * Staging

Dana Taylor

Trust Me - I'm A Professional

972-877-6319

LetUsPackForYou.com

12

Christmas Special: 25 OFF 1
Expires 12/31/16

Heath Mobile
veterinary

Services
Offering at-home &

on-farm vet care
for large &
small animals

Dr. Susan
Heath

469-734-7978

© /FAITHARMORYTX

907 US HWY 77, STE 404
WAXAHACHIE, TX 75165

- INEXT DOOR TO BIG LOTS):

- 972-775-1770
3 D

M-7PM

TTUES = SAT

GUNS
AMMO
FREEDOM
GEAR

WWW.FAITHARMORYTX.COM

Wwww.nowmagazines.com 45 MidlothianNOW December 2016



Is a New Home On Your Christmas Lisi?

Don’t wait, give us a call
972-878-5866
or visit us online at
www.eshmortgage.com

MORTGAGE
COMPANY

~ 'Tradltlonal Church :

= o
_’Contemporary People'

Share in the Joy of Christmas! —m—H— i iiirrm———
Christmas Eve Candlelight Communion Service
- Saturday, December 24 at 6pm

We invite you to join us this Sunday. Our worship experience begins with Fellowship in Bryson Hall at
9:45 a.m. Sunday School for all ages at 10:00 a.m. Our Morning Worship begins at 11:00 a.m.

"~ 2810 Shiloh Rd.,

_SHILOH 3

CUMBERLAND

PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

Midlothian | www.shilohcpc.org | Info@ShilohCPC.org

Stage )%Door -~
i School of Dance "%

Ballet » Tap * Jazz .
Hip Hop eLyrical £
Acrobatics « Tumbling ‘

We have a place
for you!
Enroll NOW!
S0% OFF Sielinas

NEW Toddler Dance Class!
Ages 18 months to 2.5 years
Saturdays at 9AM

214-675-0131
www.stagedoorschoolofdance.com

3390 N. Hwy 67 « Midlothian

Classes & Teams

(469) 285-1186 « (972) 775-5323 for ages 3 to 18yrs.
www.libertycheerallstars.com

Reindeer made of wire or cut out of

wood are a great addition, and you can
even use hunting decoys with a few
accessories for a truly unique look.

A Nativity scene is a popular choice
with lots of options. You can display
something as simple as Jesus, Mary
and Joseph, or opt for the entire scene,
complete with wise men, animals and a
lit up Star of Bethlehem.

o “Spruce” it up. Most people put
either an artificial tree or a cut-down
real tree in their house for the season.
One fun option is to plant a Christmas
tree in your front yard. There are many
varieties of pine trees, especially, that
will grow well, and their increasing
size lets each year be a new decorating
experience. This is especially great if
you have young children who grow
older as the tree gets bigger each year.

® Plan_your power. 1f you are adding
lights to your trees, make sure to start
the chord at the bottom, otherwise, you
will have to run power up into your
branches. Also, have an idea of where
you will plug each chord running into
your yard. You want to avoid too many
possible tripping hazards, and if you
can, try to hide the cords so as not to
detract from the yard’s beauty in the
daylight hours.
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HOLIDAYS

Linit one coupon per cuitemes Not valid with other offers. Restiictisns appdy. Volid sad
sedoomable ondy when geesented 3t 3 wumu«m Ihe UPS Siore contess are
independently owned and opecated. © 2016 The UPS Store, Inc
Offer Expices 12/31/2016

UPS’ SHIPPING |

The UPS Store’ @

We offer a wide range of printed holiday products
like customized greeting cards, calendars and more.
Stop by your neighborhood The UPS Store® today.

The UPS Store-Midlothian
661 E Main St #200
Midlothian, TX 76065
(972) 7752980

theupsstorelocal.com/5992

Copyright © 2016 The UPS Store, Inc. MS410_14081016

COLOR COPIES

(8.5x11, single sided, white 28# paper)

customer. Not vald with othes elters. Restrictions

. Valid and
B

Limit one coopea poi 29
iedremable sely whea piescated 31 3 puicoatig location. The UPS Siore centers 1o
ammed and eperated. © 2016 The UFS Stcee, lnc

Offer Exphees 12/31/2016

The UPS Store @

Holiday Hours:

Mon-Fri  08:00 AM-06:30 PM
Sat 09:00 AM-02:30 PM
Sun Closed

+] OF SHPPING | 1 %
$ OFF SHIPPING BUY 1, GET 1 FREE 1 50FF

COLOR CALENDARS

Vi sad conpon oot coinmes Hot b i ol offrs. Resncions ol Vol 104
tedoematie caly whon peciented at 3 ation. e e centees 310
5 opeisued. © 2016 Ve 0P Siore, e
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FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1950

972-227-2121 | WWW.BYRUMFUNERALHOME.COM

y

425 N. DALLAS AVE. | LANCASTER, TX 75146
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ISLE AT
WATERCREST

MANSFIELD

Py

:Z>LSCOV€’Z t/ze f,Z> ]%%ence

ASSISTED LIVING = EXTENDED CARE = MEMORY CARE

| Personalized Interactive Ad\'/anced
24-hour on site safety and advanced SELec s
licensed nurses = technology for memory options so
our residents | caredining ~ YoUr loved one
 progam | @ntuyage
in place

Be Our Guest
\ To [eam moxe, ca” 888451-1587 to sciteclu[e your tout.

The Ckef would like to treat you and a quest to a

comp/tmenta’zy lunch at the Isle at Watercrest.

eld.com | 888-451-1587

200 East Debble Lan‘ , Mansfield, Texas 76063 r
AL# 104688 MC# 103199

LA A

Themes Bring
Everything Together

e Take it “light-}y.”” There is no specific
right combination of lights, especially
when decorating the outside. You can
go all white, colored or settle on a blend
of the two. But, symmetry is usually
more visually appealing, so try to have
a pattern to your light and ornament
setup. The key is to avoid one strand or
section that looks out of place among
the rest.

* Your lawn needs focus. If you have a
hunting Santa next to a newborn Jesus,
all behind a skeleton from The Nightimare
Before Christmas, your display may be
sending mixed signals. Pick a genre and
fit your decorations within that theme.
Some great options include: gingerbread
men, toy soldiers, Santa and his elves
or religious themes. You can also get
creative and add lights, red hats and
jingle bells to any lawn motif to make a
theme of your own.

® Plan with the neighbors. If you can get
people on your block to agree, consider
having an entire neighborhood theme.
One option is to do something simple
like coordinating your light color and
placement. For something really special,
work together to put on the 12 Days of
Christmas, or you can even create an
entire Dickens’ Christmas village.

Whether you want a simple yard
with well-placed, coordinated lights,
or you want to transform your entire
neighborhood into a white winter
wonderland, use these tips and start
with a solid plan to ensure your yard is
full of holiday cheet!
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Merry Christmas
FROM

&cla

ellis county insurance agency

Introducing

Anna DeSélIe, ’ ?ﬁ

Commercial Lines
Account Manager

Your F ull-Seice,
dependent Insurance Agenc.

103 Executive Court, Suite 3, Waxahachie

Give us a call at 972-938-2801
www.eciaonline.com ~

Vacuum Cleaner Tune-up

$29.95

Check electrical, motor & wiring
Test brush roll and suction
Clean inside and out - Replace bag & belt
Present CO///Jon, Expires 12/31/16

Fappy el 8 $545

— INSTALLED

- Spring Repalir Specialists LlnmaSter Be" n"ve
- New Installation Banery Backup
- Commercial/Residential & wiFi Gapahiliﬁes

« 24/7 Emergency Service

MANSFIELD
OVERHEAD DOOR
817-988-4191

Mansfield owned and operated
www.MansfieldOverheadDoor.com

Have Fun, Paint Eat,

Drink & Leave With

www.veartgallery.com + 972:293-1117 + 1425 N. HWY 67 Cedar Hill TX 75104

ff

@0@?@@@@@@ At
. The FARMY

Admission: $10 per person
Ages 2 and under are FREE!

Admission includes: Bounce houses,

Playground Area, Petting Zoo, Pony Rides,
Barrel Train Rides, Jingle Bell Hay Ride,

- Maze, Story Time with Mrs. Clause,Visit from Santa

: and a special Christmas craft for kids!

(BOOK{YOURIPARTYATODAY
B A77=3060]

We SELL
Christmas
Trees!

WE OFFER YEAR-ROUND BIRTHDAY PARTIES . M
& FIELDITRIPS/ATIOUR FARM
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Business

Midlothian Conference Genter
1 Community Circle Drive
Midlothian, TX 76065

(972) 775-7125
diana.younts@midlothian.tx.us
midlothiancenter.com

Hours:
Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.

Diana Younts helps to showcase the Midlothian
Conference Center, as the city works to make
Midlothian a destination for corporate trainings,
meetings and conferences.

Midlothian’s Great Amenity

Midlothian Conference Center is the perfect location for special occasions — from birthday parties to corporate meetings.

— By Betty Tryon

When walking into the Midlothian Conference Center, it is impossible
to not be impressed. The atmosphere of the center is a perfect mix of
elegance, comfort and professional business elements. “People often
come in and are so surprised,” Diana Younts, director of the center,
stated. “This is a state-of-the-art facility. There are several larger cities
that don’t have a facility like this. To be able to offer this space for events
at such an affordable rate, not only to Midlothian citizens, but to anyone
in this area, is a really neat thing. That’s why so many people come here
even from DFW. It’s a great amenity for Midlothian.”

Diana grew up in Midlothian and graduated from high school here.
Her parents and in-laws live here, and her first job as an intern while
in college was in Midlothian’s Parks and Recreation Department. Her

husband is a police officer in Duncanville, and they have a 1-year-old
baby. She worked in Duncanville for seven years as the recreation
supetvisor at their center. Her last experience before coming to
Midlothian was in Arlington, where she was the recreational coordinator
for three years. “It’s great to be back here in a smaller city,” she shared.

Even though Midlothian is a comparatively smaller community, it
boasts a beautiful hotel next to the conference center. The conference
center does work with the hotel in bringing more business into the city.
“We're trying to get more people to come to Midlothian,” Diana said.
“We want this to be a destination for corporates and are looking to
getting them here Monday through Friday for their trainings, meetings
and conferences. They can stay at the hotel and use their catering
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— Business NeXY

services. We try to do a special rate for those
who are corporate guests of the hotel because
their taxes bring revenue to the city.”

Since the conference center is an event
center, the Midlothian Conference Centet’s
largest source of revenue comes from the
weddings that take place there. Also hosted
at the center are quinceafieras, anniversary
celebrations and birthday parties. “Sometimes,
you don’t want to have your kid’s birthday
party at your house because you don’t have
the space,” Diana explained. “This is a really
good place to come. We have vatious room
sizes that would fit from a handful of people
up to 1,000. We are affordable and they can
stay local.”

OO

The atmosphere
of the center is
a perfect mix of
elegance, comfort
and professional
business elements.

OO

The center hosts many annual events.
There is the Daddy/Daughter Dance every
June and a breakfast with Santa event in
December. “We are the venue for events like
Navarro Brilliance and SPCA Auction for
Ellis County every year,” Diana stated. “We
do the Chamber Auction every year and the
Ellis County Quilters Guild. It’s fun building
those relationships.”

The Chamber hosts vendor shows, such
as the Heroes of Midlothian’s Oktoberfest,
proms from Maypearl, MISD school banquets,
and FFA banquets for Waxahachie and Red
Oak. Diana’s primary goal with the conference
center would be to continue bringing more
revenue to the center and city and bringing
people to Midlothian so it continues to grow.
“We want people coming here instead of
going to Mansfield or Cedar Hill. Our hotel
with the Marriot brand, the Kroger complex
and the shops that are coming will build the
revenue that will help the city and will create
more opportunities for us to do better things
for the city of Midlothian.”

CONFERENCE CENTER
FOR ALL YOUR
VENUE NEEDS
Weddings

Rehearsals

Showers
Quinceafieras
Family Reunions
'Trade Shows
Meetings & More!

Midlothian Conference Center

1 Gommunity Circle Drive, Midlothian, TX

972-775-7125 « www.MidlothianCenter.com
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Te):(avsv Oncology brings cance r-fighting technoldgy
and expertise to your community, so ydu can have
easy access to Jeading-edge cancer treatment. Our
services include medical oncology, radiation-oncology,
breast surgical oncology and general surgery. We also
provide access to national clinical trials and genetic
counseling. With Texas Oncology, you ¢an fight cancer
close to home with your support network by your side.

TEXAS ONCOLOGY PHYSICIANS:

Ashwani K. Agarwal, M.D. ¢ Mammo Amare, M.D. ¢ Darshan Gandhi, M.D.
Arve Gillette, M.D. = Kesha Harris-Henderson, M.D. ¢ Cheryl Harth, M.D.
Lakshmi Priya Kannan, M.D. e Atisha P. Manhas, M.D.

Srinivasu Moparty, M.D. e Inna Shmerlin, M.D. « Dilip Solanki, M.D.

TEXAS BREAST SPECIALISTS PHYSICIANS: (’\ e
Allison A. DiPasquale, M.D. ¢ Martin L. Koonsman, M.D. TEXAS J AN BREAST
SPECIALISTS
TEXAS | {ZONCOLOGY

To schedule an appointment, call Texas Oncology at 972-709-2580
or Texas Breast Specialists at 214-943-8605. More breakthroughs. More victories.”

CORSICANA e DALLAS e ENNIS ¢ WAXAHACHIE 1-888-864-4226 * www.TexasOncology.com







O’ S ITALIAN
I \ ‘ CATE & DELI

DELIVERY TO ALL OF MIDLOTHIAN

FuLL BAR  WINE BAr - MaRTINI BAR  Piano Bar  PaTio DINING

972-775-2590 | www.MosITALIANCAFE.com | 128 81w St. | MipLoTuian, TYX 76065

WE CATER SMALL AND LARGE EVENTS!
For MoRE INFORMATION: 214-766-2560

Bring this coupon and get

Any Drder'

Decludes Lu ecial Expues 12/3116

lewﬁ S'pW@ $8.95
1AM -3 PM

SPAGHETTI & MEATBALLS  SPAGHETTI MARINARA
LASAGNA - MANICOTTI - CHEESE RAVIOLI - FETTUCCINE ALFREDO
ALL COME WITH BREAD AND SIDE SALAD.

DELIVERY TO ALL OF MIDLOTHIAN - FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

DAVID’S

Seafood Gritt & Cakring

GOOD FOOD & FRIENDS
FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED SINCE 2006

3 Mon - Thurs:
3 y S 4:00 pm - 10:00 pm
SN Fri- Sat

11:30 am - 11:00 pm

Sunday:
11:30 am - 10:00 pm

HAPPY HOUR

Mon - Fri
4:00 pm - 6:00 pm

$25 PURCHASE

Dine-in only. One coupon per
party. Expires 12/31/16

350 E. FM 1382, Cedar Hill
(Hwy 67 @ FM 1382)
972-293-0005
www.davidscedarhill.com

972-775-1111

151 Walton Way, Ste. 100
Midlothian, TX

www.paliospizzacafe.com

Any Large Pizza fo

Mon. & Tue. All Day

At the Midlothian location only.

Special advertising section



Campuzano ) OW’ BKAU_EYPI_AZA
cater your o : ‘TH|IAN.T_X‘7BUB5

Christmas

CAMPUZAN 0

_________________ mexican food

:FREE S10 i SPECIAMTY DR
S | Gift Certificat fi
e it brtiate | S - , [ETAHEE
SSO.ﬂ?}gzgz?ﬁfﬁlflcate Re _st aurant e ; C D D Kl E
CAMPUZANO i Kot i/
Southwest RN THROUGH nscma&nm
ALYAN 77 7]%\\! ]I:I]l ’H)(Jlll\ln\(.

) Waxa Ced [ )
972- 723 2634 972-938-0047 972-291-1053 214-526-0100

AUTHENTIC MEXICAN GUISINE

Los VNolcay /ete.s

\CAN
@Q’* RESTAUp\h“

ESCAPE
TOILALY§§E

Host Your
Private Party or Event
Saturdays 11am-4pm 4 1
Call for details!

La Gondolw

Fine Italian Culsme & Bar

GREAT FOOD
2 Thursdays: 62M « 10pM

LUNCH Starting at $8 MY STMBrsisre
I)AILY 11"‘"“ = 3pm ¢ § thl::lngss 6:30-10:30PM \\

' LUNCH SPECIAL : DINNER SPECIAL
; Buy ONE Lunch Entree, | Buy TWO Entrees,

Get ONE FREE!
1 _With purchase of two beverages. GET FREE APPETIZER!

g Free lunch must be SAME VALUE or ! Y Chicesfor free appetzerare: Bruschetta,

less. Good only for entrees $9 o Fried Mozzarella, Calamari (Frit or Sauted)
I Jess. Expires 12/31/16. Not Valid " J@ll 1 or Caprese. Expires 12/31/16. Not Valid
I 12/24/160r12/31/16 1 12/24/16 0r 12/31/16

LIVEMUSIC “ ”

15% OFF

YOUR
ENTIRE MEAL

Excludes alcohol. Must present coupon for
discount. Not valid with other offers or
discounts. NOT VALID ON FRIDAY.
Expires 12/31/16

o ——————

\ S
e

(817) 473-1882
960 Hiwy. 287 N.
Mansfield, TX 76063 <

in Mansfield in 2016

(682) 518-1235 - WWW.LAGONDOLA1.COM
1211 E. DEBBIE LANE, SUITE 129 « MANSFIELD, TX

Special advertising section



rest loows for the Aolidays

Tite | Woobp | CARPET
1 1 ED PRI

B LA
JINE ot

Carpet Outlets of Texas Inc.
274 E. Ovilla Rd. ® Red Oak ® 75154
972-617-7847
Hours: Mon-Fri 10-6, Sat 10-3
www.CarpetOutlets.net

roup Analysis
#
Itiple Carrier’s Quotes
v’ See Howéour Plans Compare

v" Get Sustained, Quality
Customer Service

** Located in Waxahachie, TX

* All American *
Painting & Handyman

No job too big or small.

* Interior & Exterior Painting
* Tape, Bed & Texture
* Wood & Laminate Installation
* Fence Repair, Staining & Installation
* Roof Repairs

(214) 235-9443
FREE on-site estimates.
30 years experience.

m—m—EXAS 2 F R
IPREMIER
YOUTHSPORTS
“KIDS LOVE ITY”

469-834-8450
Apex in Mansfield
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Bikes 4 Tykes!

-

e Saturday

v ,’, December 10"
8 AM-12PM ‘'Y
= o (J
V) 1\Y5P
Heritage Park Q) é’

234 N. 8" Street —~ 0 D)/

JONN

\/r// J()“Q\\‘:—

Bring a fully assembled
bike or donation for an
underprivileged child and

help them have a great present
under the Christmas Tree this year!

Benefiting Manna House Midlothian
Sponsored by: o =
Texas Ace Heating & Air

817-240-6701 i oty
- Precision Tune- - Blown Attic Insulati
972_825_7 1 80 recision Tune }J;):r\/ice N Bra:(\jn;n ic Insulation

- 24-hour Emergency Service
Open 8 AM-8 PM

Become a Texas Ace Club Member today!
7 days a week Special DISCOUNTS and LOW monthly rates.
Includes 2 no-charge visits per year!

Phones answered 24 hours a day WA texasacehVaE com

We accept all major credit cards Midlothian Family owned and operated
TACLA40925C

-------

service@texasacehvac.com



December 2

All City Choir Christmas Performance:
Midlothian High School, 923 S. 9th St. For
information, email kerti_graham@misd.gs.

December 2, 3

Christmas Market & Gift Show: 6:00-9:00
p.m., Friday, preview party; 10:00 a.m.-5:00
p.m., Saturday, Waxahachie Civic Center,
2000 Civic Center Ln. The annual event

is sponsored by the Waxahachie Junior
Service League.

December 2 — 11

Bethlehem Revisited: December 2, 3, 4,
6:00-9:00 p.m.; December 9, 10, 11, 6:00-9:00
p.m.; 402 N. College St., Waxahachie, behind
Central Presbyterian Church. Free admission.
Donations welcome. Step back in time, over
2000 years ago, and walk the streets of ancient
Bethlehem as Mary and Joseph did on the
night of Christ’s birth.

December 3

Southern Star Christmas Celebration, Annual
Christmas Event, Light Up Parade: 1:00 p.m.-
7:00 p.m., Tree Lighting Ceremony 6:00 p.m.,
Heritage Park, 234 N. 8th St. Event features
vendor fair, entertainment, pictures with

Santa, activities in Heritage Park, Back Alley
Plaza and Downtown shops. Rainout date for
Tree Lighting Ceremony is December 13 at
Heritage Park 5:30 p.m.

December 9, 10, 11

Waxahachie Community Theatre’s Christmas
production of “You Better Watch Out™:
Friday and Saturday, 7:30 p.m.; Sunday, 2:30
p.m., Chautauqua Auditorium in Getzendaner
Park, Waxahachie. All tickets are $10 each and
can be purchased online through the theatre
website at waxahachiecommunitytheatre.com.
(NOTE: A service charge will be added to
the price of each ticket for online purchases.)
Preschool children get in free with paid

adult admission.

December 10

Bikes 4 Tykes: 8:00 a.m.-noon, Heritage Park,
234 N. 8th St. Please help Manna House
provide a Merry Christmas to every child this
year by donating a bike.

December 11

Ellis County Toy Run: 11:00 a.m., 8th St.,
Downtown. Annual Gryphons Motorcycle
Club Toy Run. The parade of motorcycles
leaves Midlothian at 11:00 a.m. sharp.

DECEMBER 2016

December 13

The National Active and Retired Federal
Employees NARFE) Chapter 1191 meeting:
11:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., rotating between Ryan’s
Buffet in Waxahachie, Sirloin Stockade in
Corsicana and the Grand Ennis Buffet in
Ennis. Email rjcareyl@gmail.com or call
972-775-2463 for more info.

December 17

Pet Adoption Event: 9:00-11:00 a.m., Wal-
Mart Garden Center, 400 U.S. 67 Frontage
Rd. Monthly adoption event. Animal Shelter
pets will be available for adoption.

December 30

One Way Church Necessity Closet: Noon-
3:00 p.m., 716 W. Main. Open to help people
on food stamps or who have a low income
by giving them paper products and cleaning
supplies. For more information, contact
Jean Burns at (972) 978-7210 or by email

at mybrokee@aol.com

Submissions are welcome and published as
space allows. Send your current event details
1o betty.tryon(@nowmagazines.con.

TRY(ONE.
OF{SANTA'S o
| - 1
FAVORITE DRINKS!

*

Specialty Sandwiches, Soups,
Desserts and 0ld Fashioned
Soda Fountain

Inside Ben Franklin Apothecary
Duncanville ¢ (972) 298-8698

« Trim-a-Tree & Lights

ot

Z&Hb As

« Large Selection of Toys

« Christmas Decorations

« Unique Stocking Stuffers

+ Old-fashioned Candy Counter :
« Personalized Christmas Ornaments éﬁ ;

+ Christmas Candle Warmers

& Holiday Scents

30% OFF

4
1
i One Item in the General Store
1
1
\J

" KITCHEN

D E L I

Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Not available in the pharmacy or deli. Exp. 12/24/16

A e o e ot o o o e o o -

BeN FRANKLIN APOTHECARY
Pharmacy ~ Gifts ~ Kitchens Deli

302 N. Main St. * Duncanville

b
L)
]
1
]
1
]
1
J

2,

972-298-1147

f/ ® www.BenFranklinRX.com ¥
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v Damaged Tile Repaired
 Grout Permanently Sealed
v Easy to Clean Surfaces

 Thousands LESS than
Replacementl

Our holiday schedule We Also Repair & Refinish:
fills up fast. Call us today! - Kitchen Countertops
« Tile Showers & Walls
« Sinks & Vanities
« Fiberglass Tubs & Showers
Choose from over
A complete tub & tile refinishing job. 30 DQSigner Colors
One coupon per project.
Through 1/1/17 Over 1,000,000 Satisfied
Customers Since 1979

Miracle Method"

SURFACE REFINISHING

817-769-2043

Valid only at participating locations.
Each Miracle Method franchise independently owned and operated.

See more photos at: www.MiracleMethod.com
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Cooking

In the Kitchen With Lee Allen

— By Berty Tryon

Lee Allen’s inspiration to cook comes from those she loves most — her husband,

Max Joseph; daughter, Alyssa, who is a pharmacy school student; son, Joe, who is a
cadet at West Point; and youngest son, Max Joshua, who is an eighth-grader at Frank
Seale Middle School. “T love cooking because it makes me feel good to feed people.
My grandmother was always feeding us, and it kind of stuck. I love to get to your heart

through your stomach. People often joke that no one is hungry in my presence.”
Lee meets this need by cooking in bulk. She can spend the whole day making
everything from meatballs to chicken pot pies to cookies. She saves some for the week

and freezes the rest for another day. NeWY

Tomato Basil Meatballs
Prep time: 19 minutes. Cook time: 11
minutes. Serves 12.

I Ib. ground beef chuck

1/4 cup grated Parmesan

4 Tbsp. fresh basil, chopped
3 cloves minced garlic (divided use)
1 egg, beaten

2 Tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil

1 small onion, finely chopped
1 15-0z. can diced tomatoes
2 Thbsp. tomato paste

1/2 tsp. salt

1/3 cup fresh basil, sliced

L. In a medium bowl, mix beef, Parmesan,
chopped basil, 1 garlic clove and egg until well
blended. Shape into 24 meatballs, about | Tbsp.
each, I- to I 1/4-inch round.

2. Heat oil in a large, nonstick skillet over
medium heat. Add meatballs; cook 5 to 7

minutes or until evenly browned, tuming
occasionally.

3. Add onion and remaining 2 garlic cloves; cook
and stir | minute. Increase heat to medium-high.
Stir in tomatoes, tomato paste and salt. Reduce
heat; cover and cook 4 to 6 minutes or until
meatballs are thoroughly cooked to 160 F Stir in
sliced basil. (Note: Meatballs can also be baked
for 25 minutes at 400 F and added to a Crock-
Pot with all other ingredients. | substitute the
ground beef with ground elk or venison.)

Spicy Penne With Sausage

1 red onion

3 doves fresh garlic

2 Tbsp. extra-virgin olive oil
3 Tbsp. fresh basil, sliced

2 Tbsp. fresh oregano

1 large bell pepper

1 cup grated Parmesan

2 jalaperio peppers, sliced

I 15-0z. can diced tomatoes

I Ib. sliced beef sausage

I box penne pasta

I cup mozzarella, if recipe is baked

1. Sauté onion and garlic in olive oil. Add basil
and oregano. Stir 2 to 3 minutes.

2. Add remaining ingredients and serve over al
dente pasta. (Note: Sometimes | mix it all together
in a casserole dish and top it with mozzarella.
Bake for 20 minutes at 325 F and serve.)

Sausage Stuffing

3/4 cup onion, finely chopped

1/2 cup celery, chopped

1 cup butter

8 cups soft bread cubes (divided use)

1 1/2 tsp. dried sage leaves or | tsp. sage
1 tsp. dried thyme leaves

I Ib. pork sausage, browned and drained

1. Cook and stir onion and celery in butter until
tender. Stirin 1/3 of the cubes. Turn all into a deep
bowl. Add remaining ingredients and toss.

2. Can be stuffed into turkey or baked until warm
at 325k

Shirley’s Vegetable Soup
Must have 13 vegetables! Choose desired
amounts of each vegetable you want.

3 Ibs. beef short ribs
Beef bouillon, to taste
Lima beans

Green beans

Peas

Potatoes, diced small
Okra

Purple cabbage
Jalaperio peppers
Onion

Celery

Corn

Diced tomatoes
White cabbage
Carrots, sliced

1. Boil ribs in water for | to 2 hours. Remove
meat from bone and cut into bite-size pieces.

2. Add beef bouillon for flavor. Add vegetables
and cook until vegetables reach desired doneness.
Use more of the vegetables your family loves.

To view recipes from current
and previous issues, visit
www.nowmagazines.com.
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Check out our complete line of quality Kubota products.

501 NorTH I-35E

W AXAHACHIE

WAXAHACHIE, TEXAS 972_938-1770

www.centralkubota.com Open Monday-Friday 8-5, Saturday 8-2

*20% down, 0% A.PR. financing for up to 84 months on new Kubota BX, B (excluding B26), L (excluding L39/L45/L47), M (excluding M59/M62) Series

Equipment is available fo qualified purchasers from participating dealers' in-stock inventory through 12/31/2016. Example: An 84-month monthly installment

repayment term at 0% A.PR. requires 84 payments of $11.90 per $1,000 financed. 0% A.PR. interest is available to customers if no dealer documentation kubota.com
preparation fee is charged. Dealer charge for document preparation fee shall be in accordance with state laws. Inclusion of ineligible equipment may result in

ahigher blended A.PR. 0% A.PR. and low-rate financing may not be available with customer instant rebate offers. Financing is available through Kubota Credit

Corporation, U.S.A., 3401 Del Amo Bivd.,, Torrance, CA 90503; subject to credit approval. Some exceptions apply. Offer expires 12/31/2016. See us for detalls & yubota Tractor corporation, 2016
on these and other low-rate options or go to www.kubota.com for more information. **Only terms and conditions of Kubota's standard Limited Warranty apply.

For warranty terms, see Kubota's Limited Warranty at www.kubota.com or authorized Kubota Dealers. Optional equipment may be shown.
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CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES

Saturday, December 24t
2:30pm, 4:00pm, & 5:30pm

= focmidlothian
| 1 |

Connect Grow Serve éhaﬂéx;

1651 S. Midlothian Pkwy | 972.775.9000 | fbcmid.com
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