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Country Homes, Farm & Ranch, Acreage,
Waterfront Homes & Lake Lots

903-874-1200
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B 599 000

ST Tenkawa Trail, fprowhead
Fabarodis iakie home with 1ons of
space! 47355 with 3 ling areas, 2
Qine] Brsad med rocen, 1,28 Bires

el wall & baatheise S548 800

1881 MHH.LILM;MH.E:I;T
Arune-Bay-Fatniiors lake retfeal
J3. 52 vt bunk rodem, :ling raom,
Lo Of SloRBge, COv. Deck, red will & 2
i Bethodse, $530, 640

14053 Whatley Bvive, Hllmllrm ':.!a}'.i
S ey convsinochon X ._ ;
appx 1760 sq ft. Propety will aisd
have ret wall & oo boat ship

miss (his cnal $299.500
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Ahscdiialy chaming 37.5 on o pen
wide waler! Gomedus ees, el wal, i
siip bitse & 1ofs of windows that 5%e in
tha vierws! Sale Panding.

10 SE R 3186, Parsdise Bay
Cipen wakar 12,55 winol wall 2 sip
boiaaasse & mwestmea deck for engpng
fha gk Cki ,,\_:‘.ﬁru s, oneal koce-

tion, great amenities! Sale Pending.

i
ARordable waterfiont] 2 story, 32
noma suraunded by B3 caks & hat
Inls af Capd Cod charm-nghl down ia
Bha whith picket fence! $199,000

Afferdabee 303,532
ol i oo with dpen
E:.l'.‘::—q‘.— cff rasier, oo
5 bhoathol

sar, 53798040

ke vigws!

aarch, el wall

Walerfront home siles, s8e buil
homes only, Soveral avasable. 1 ac o
L487 ac. Prigng slarts al §109,000

Farm & Ranch

450 FM 416, Richland Chambers Lake
Unigue, private mnch & reson, 85 a0,
hikes, cahsns, poo, peting 200, bam, cak
and somch moned Housernis 3525 wilh 3
b areas & 2 dining areas. 51,325,000

Gorgeous XIT s Mavmmn County
anch! Seasonal geeb, fenoed, sHenced
poris. bams & pens. 32 52 2 b areas

siudy & much more! $TT5000,

Call us at 903-874-1200 or
Visit us at www.RCLake.com
For a complete inventory of waterfront lots & area homes.
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Marrs & Associates
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Editor’s Note

Hello; Corsiconaw and
Noawvawro- County,

Believe it or not, we are into our third month of the
year. I cannot believe how quickly time is passing us
by, as usual. I say it every year and every year seems to
slip away faster. That is why this year one of my
resolutions was to slow down a little bit and enjoy the
little things in life. I mean really pay attention to them. I hope you all were able
to put your resolutions into full swing and stick with them! %% o "‘

March is the month of spring and fun. The children are out for spring break, the
flowers are beginning to bloom, and the rains wash away the tiredness of winter.

?r":t,& cuto S,ﬂw

So, that is why we have some great articles for you to read. March is Texas b poeer Famer delriverea s
Independence month, so we are featuring Geneva Davis, the president of the Flonvery, Ciffts, Bkt & St
Daughter’s of the Republic of Texas chapter here in Navarro County. 9

Wishing you love and kindness always. And remember if you have a great idea M d‘
for a story or feature and want to see it in print, please feel free to contact me. Howens & & #"

4 F L . A e I L]

Sanmantha Stronbe Sopit S

CorsicanaNOW Editor H03-874-3 "} I

samantha@nowmagazines.net

Ag Texas Salutes the Local 4H & FFA Youth

In Celebration of the
50th Annual Navarro Co,
Youth Exposition

Show Your
Support For
Our Youth Rl
at the i "-é‘
Navarro Co.
Youth Expo. \f:hll
The Week We've B-enn Helpmg
of March 24,
2008 Navarro County Families

Feel Good Since 1924,
Pictured above is

g B L ' . # City Wida Delvery + Charge Accounts
. R * |ngurance and Tax Records
X A Pictured above is # Jd-hr Prescription Service
Katie Haden, Jake Adair, « Natural Allerrutves for Heallh Preddems

2007 Exhibitor FARM CREDIT SERVICES 2007 Exhibitor

Helping Rural Texas Achieve Their Dreams 12 . &£ S. ?MWCH'
CALL BiLL PAGE ¢ 903-872-5638 + CoRsicANA

TREWA WETHLHN - RLPH
RO TR
. EIP N a8 e fom Deoicabeal §74-208)
www.agtexas.com * bill.page@agtexas.com ontndn Syt e
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Lone Sar
Allegrance

— By Samantha Stroube

The history of who we are and
where we originated is a fascinating
and intriguing hobby to some. In fact,
research on the history and genealogy
of our families and forefathers could be
considered a passionate unpaid vocation.
That is exactly what knowing the
history of our great state is to Geneva
Davis, the current president of the
Daughters of the Republic of Texas.

Geneva is currently in her second
term as chapter president, serving her

Sisters Gelene Simpson and Geneva Davis are passionate about
educating the public about Texas history through the Daughters
of the Republic of Texas organization.

third year. She became a member of

T
the Daughters of the Republic of become a part of its living history
Texas about seven years ago when she through this society. To become a
began researching her family roots member, each interested candidate must
back to the Colonial Period, and the show proof they had relatives who
more she studied the more she learned inhabited the land of Texas when it was
about herself. a republic, before it became a state, or
Her interest was alive in her entire when land grants were being offered.
family. Her sister, Gelene Simpson, The Navarro County chapter currently
discovered that their mother, Vera has 30 active members, some who are
Chapman Duncan, had family related the original members of the chapter.
to William Flatt, one of the original The organization was started by two
recipients of a Texas land grant from cousins, Miss Betty Ballinger and Miss
Mexico. This information peaked Hally Bryan. They conceived the idea
Geneva’s interest and led her to of forever perpetuating the memory of
become a member of the Daughters of the Texas pioneer families and soldiers
the Republic of Texas. of the Republic of Texas by forming an
After discovering that her ancestral association of their descendants. Thus,
roots ran so deeply into the history of on November 6, 1891, the Daughters
Texas, Geneva instinctively wanted to of the Republic of Texas was born.

YEmOVvmagazines.com 6  CorsicanaNOW March 2008
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Blackwell & Irvine CPA Group

The Face
At The Front
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Val Boales

=

Always Bright
& Helpful!

Richelle Perry!

Leading

the Team
Evonne Blackwell, CPA
& Charles Irvine, CPA
100 S. 15th St., Corsicana
903-374-1040
evonne@blackwellcpa.net
Tax Season Hours:
8:00-5:30 M-F
9:00-12:00 Sat. (Appt. Only)

Energetic, Competent & Reliable

o

Ryan Douglas,

Vicky Croom,

.l_.q'h. *
- 1

Justin Lewis,

We Make Taxes Less Taxing!
FREE ELECTRONIC FILING

with Tax Preparation!
FINANCIAL & TAX PLANNING
BOOKEEPING, TAX RETURNS,
& QUICKBOOKS TRAINING
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FARMERS
LR INSIPRRNCE

FINANCIAL
Kyle Ward, Agent

903-874-3800

Welcome to

Your New Home

Perfect starier home oF
mvestmenl opparuniy
2 bl brick,

Investnent opporiunLy,
b e honse Tor |.|:|I:|.'
LT ]

e o
N 05N
Mice X badrm brick near
Howie Elem amd Coldlins
Middille Schumsl

903-874-3783 (tlm

M Avenoe = |
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shoded boi

% 199 T
i '41r|'||1||:|{'l:|.' remiodeled 4
bdrm. 3 ba home, Nice
upgrncles, greal location

The idea behind the group is to
inform the public of the history of
Texas and the genealogy involved in
the beginnings of this great state. The
Daughters have two primary goals,
including educating our students
throughout the county and informing
the public of the good the chapter does

at an event called A Day in December.

Recently, Geneva was able to cart an
antique trunk around from various
schools within Navarro County. She
and her husband, along with a few
other members, were able to re-enact
what life might have been like before
Texas became a state or when the land
grants were being offered. The trunk
was nothing short of a mobile museum.
It was filled with treasures from
pioneers of all ages, from dolls to
trinkets to firearms and axes, as well as
the various types of foods the pioneers
might have consumed. Geneva and her
husband, Bill, dressed in appropriate
garb to represent just how the women
and men of that time would have
dressed. The children were able to come
up and look in the trunk and touch
and handle little pieces of history. It
gave them the opportunity to learn
outside of the box, to really “feel”
what it was like to live and survive in
the early pioneer days.

The other informational training the
children receive from the Daughters is
presented in a speech about the
Mexican empresarios, or land agents,

www.nowmagazines.com 8  CorsicanaNOW March 2008
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and the “invitations” they extended to
people to settle in Texas because the
land was vast and cheap. Geneva
recalls a time when she was informing
the children of the empresarios and
their position and responsibility with
all the Texas settlements and land
grants. One young man shouted out in
the middle of her speech,

. “Hey, I know what you are

th e talking about — those

F : empresarios! We learned
about that in history class.”
as fﬁ “It was such a joy and

pleasure to see the light

; f bulb go off with that

young man,” Geneva
reminisced. Those light
bulb realizations are exactly
why she works so hard for
the Daughters, to see the
history and knowledge

*Broyhill

i click in the minds of the A Name Yﬂ“ Kllﬂw
F generations of tomorrow.
“The other item of Texas Offering Traditional to Contemporary

history that we stressed were the notes

left for family members and friends
...Gone to Texas,” Geneva explained.
“Each pioneer typically left a note for
those to find that just simply said,
‘Gone to Texas.”

at
Miles Furniture
A Nume We Wane You to Know and Trust

There is an annual history essay
contest that is judged by the Daughters
of the Republic of Texas in May. “We

primarily work with the fourth- and 300 M. Bealon 5. Dovwnlown
seventh-graders,” Geneva stated. This Conicono ($03) B74-8285
year the fourth-graders are to write FURNITURE Financing & WA

about the Austin family and the

relacionship chey had wich che incepion | [

www.nowmagazines.com 9 CorsicanaNOW March 2008
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el cavifml = pirmeanl et ¢ websife: www casiialravellrilers. oom

Now Enrolling * Day & Evening Classes
213 West 6th St = Ferris, Tx 75125
972-842-2999 « www.tadu.org

Caramin Availabile Thavegh TR WA, G Tall & YA
e d B Regalrival by T U Subenide e Cdiges A Tram Degrrtorest of Haakke

and creation of this state. The seventh-
graders will be asked to write about
the Texas Rangers, another interesting
piece of Texas history, that amazingly
enough still exists as a very exclusive
law enforcement agency.

The Daughters of the Republic of

'III

Buttons from previous Daughters of
the Republic of Texas conventions.

Texas have many goals, but their
primary one is to preserve the heritage
of Texas, and that is exactly what
happens at A Day in December. The
members of the chapter set up a small
booth in the mall. The booth is open
to the public to come by and ask
questions about the history of Texas,
find out information on possible
relatives, or just chat about a great
memory or experience they may have
had with the history of Texas.

The specific objectives of the
Daughters of the Republic of Texas,
aside from heritage preservation, are:
to perpetuate the memory and spirit of
the men and women who achieved and

www.nowmagazines.com 10 corsicanaNow March 2008
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THE ENTIRE STORE

(Includes displays and baker's racks)
Everything Must Go!

Motycka’s & Texas Tea House

618 W. 2nd Ave in Corsicana
Store Hours: M-I 10-5:30, Sat: 10-5 Tea House Hours: M-Sai: 11-2
903-872-4080 903-872-6500
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maintained the independence of Texas;
to promote historical research into the
earliest records of Texas, especially
those relating to the Revolution of
1835 and the events that followed; to
preserve the records and encourage the
publication of records of the individual

service of the soldiers and patriots of
the Republic of Texas and source

material for the history of Texas; and
finally, to promote the celebration of
Texas Honor Day.

Geneva went on to explain the
fantastic history of this wonderful
state and all the sacrifices and decisions
that had to be made and upheld by
its pioneers. “Those willing to start
$ . over, pull up land and move from an

3 0 independent country to a state are the

_ original Texans,” Geneva said with
- great pride. “Texans have always been
independent thinkers, but we know
what is best. We all want it to be a

““_{nin CL.:;: -E::Inf ;:: 10eh ‘ln“n:.:]uh Fd-;:ldﬂ;:ﬂ;'m!:;l;miln state, and not an independent nation

Cuarves for juse $30. All groceries will be donated to local food hanks. any longer. We just all happen to
know it’s the best state,” Geneva

shared with a gleaming smile.
Chver RER [ovationy waorfbaolle
Ve The Daughters of the Republic of
A 903.874.6999 Texas would like to remind you to
A o 811 N. Main Street celebrate and remember Texas
y " Corsicana, TX 75110 Independence Day and Flag Day on
THYEd

D March 2, Alamo Hero Day on March 6

1 i gt ind 4 Wi arsaed v Dt ¢ v s i s |2 i A g S mnaduan o s s fe ey -
B e LT L e e e e P TP | L Py e R o I P ::m and Goliad Hero Day on March 27 . 401
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Trinity Clinic

Corsicanda

QUALITY AND COMPASSIONATE CARE

Imad Alwan, MD Charles Baliz, MDD E:nm ¥, Crouch, ML
{_}rr.-i".-'.;:-.".-_rxp .Irrl.l'r?'.l.r.l.ﬂr.II-.r.,".-'.'ln'n'J'.l'-'F."l"n:..'-if.l'f.lr'.l?I'l".l'ﬂ.nrr:li_-':'_}' 1".-.-:r.-:|".'r.l|r.-:|;g;'_'|.'

Richard Meal Green, MDD Howard kac, MD Bill Ray Lee, MD
f.]u':r.lrr.rr.'r.-: r.'.l.-.r.l" {'r_'}'.r.ln:wu"{ﬁp .'r':u‘?hl.l'.lrl-' JII |r¢'r!|"|'|'|"-"|'|‘ ."':-:r.l.'.lé_'}' Medrerire

_|1||1|'| Sawrelle, DO

kent Rogers, ML

Trvermal Medicine Feamily Medicine

301 Hospital Dr. We're with you for the journey.
(903) 872-4611 wiww.tmfhs.org
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Sl Headedin
the Right Direction

— By Sandra Mcintosh

The three-bedroom, four-bath home on Pin Oak Lane had
been on the market for a year before Max and Debbie Taylor
were told of its whereabouts. Their youngest daughter, Jill
Walker, had attended a baby shower at the home. She could
not wait to get back to town to tell her parents all about it.
“She told us this was it,” Debbie said, as Max smiled in
agreement. “Max wanted to move to the country so he
could have his own tennis court, and I wanted to be close to
town. Two miles from Wal-Mart is perfect for me.”

At Home With

W; il
Dehbie-Favior

vvwWTno_wmag 188 com C-o (eEled\/O\VV March 2008
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The home sits comfortably on 25
acres, thus making Jill happy, too. Jill
and her husband, Kendall, wanted to
build close to Max and Debbie. The
move Jill's parents made to their new

home in May of last year has made it
possible for Jill, Kendall and their

Wood Wick
Reed Diifl.n:'r
A e v

Faradise
Landies!

it elmeker's 4L

L Bird of 'l

Lostafasl wri by 31
Mand bo O Cl's Mizzs

Larmcana * WO=-ET14537T

2-year-old daughter, Maycie, to move
in, save their money and start planning
the home of #heir dreams. “Their house
was on the market for one week and it
sold,” Max said, further explaining
that the home Jill sold was the first
house the family lived in when moving
to Corsicana in 1979. The Taylors

WE'RE GROWING!

blu‘n [’nn

146 0 W
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were glad that their new home also
came with a
3,100-square
foot barn with
the back third
finished out for
Kisbiota A1 25X, prvache of e entertaining. It
Al e o Kb brpclons and i iy e has proven great
compéiion GREEN wih eeny This s for storage.

Soon to be
married 31 years
on May 21, Max
and Debbie

laugh as they decide how to answer

\Witters Tractor; Inc.

L it d rEtractor. com

the question of how they met. “We
met over a dead cat,” Max said. “We
were both in the same anatomy lab at
Stephen F. Austin where we had been
instructed to dissect a cat.” Needless
to say, Debbie wanted no part of the
assignment, so being the hero that he
is, Max came to her rescue. “Our first
date included a weird movie I can’t

Baahi ™ T L] Tengs ™ Tosll wde
F i etbeiraeet™ (8

Don follow the il make one! Fugged and Chsigmriorm the compatiton i ofyle o ey i the
wnalile, Flecine Powsr Seafng and oonvers e Teryn 150 dud LE [Ha¥ wnchshaid thal dewts nrfiow

e i four passaTigrer conliguraieon in sscondy! i P feeciy For cnd commicrabie operaion
——— T l——— L it L o .-
e, o -l el il B - - -
.. T
www.nowmagazines.com 16 corsicanaNow Mard

o



remember, a pizza
and hands that I'm
sure still smelled of
formaldehyde,” Max
interjected. “I'm
sure our second date
was much better.”
Over the years,
the couple has
experienced the
ups and downs of
rearing a family,
while also trying to
decide the best
avenue in which to do so. Max was a
tennis coach, while Debbie was ready
to hit the ground running as a teacher.
“I had been teaching first grade when
testing became so demanding. When
the school where I had been working
burned and the firemen had to enter
through my class, I took this as a sign
from God to make a change,” Debbie
remembered. Several months later, the

couple decided to go into business for
themselves, opening Candy Cane
Corner Child Care in Corsicana, later
opening similar centers in Ennis,
Palestine and Waco. They feel quite
blessed with their decision. “The
daycare industry has been good to us,
but it takes all aspects of daycare to be
successful,” Debbie said, explaining
that she manages the daily operations
of the centers while Max manages other
entrepreneurial opportunities. Max

considers himself to be the dreamer

CNvar ch08pl14-23Hone 2/19/08 2:42 PM Page 17 $

1400 Governors Drive

syt coly. Cill Cinnad et prifesit shuming. Call Carol today!

Carol@CarolKingRealynet  903-874-2216 @ B,

Candy Cane

Corner
Child Care Center

Be a Part of the Change!

Extended Hours...7 am - 6 pm
Updated Facllities & Playground

Mother's Day Out
1" & 3“S5aturdays —8am - 1 pm

Enrolling All Ages (18 months - 12 years)
Christian Based Pre-School Program
Dedicated Staff with A Combined Total of 207 Years of Experience

Max & Debbie Taylor, Owners; Jill Walker, Director;
Debbie Shimonek, Associate Director

Enrollrment Fees Walved
for the Montns of
|

February & March!

903-872-6781 =523 W. 1* Avenue
(Corner of West 1% Ave & North 15™ Street)
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and Debbie the doer in all areas of life.
=~ = - - i “I'm always looking how to change
" ];'_lr' a0 0! ." 1’ arc h SN things for the better,” he added, while
i P P f’ oAy K . Debbie hates change. “I don’t fix it,”
she said, “unless it’s broken.”

Frnm 51..|I1 LEIE.'II"IS ﬂ: Taxq5l

The style of their new abode is a
mixture of traditional, European and
rustic ranch all rolled into one. In fact,
they remember just how great the
house was when they saw it for the

first time. “The layout was perfect,”
they said. “We didn’t change a thing

It's Tm: Time!

Time is H.Il"'ll'lll'lg out.
Don't delay. Stop by and
get your taxes done today.

Let Sun Loans help you fll
your Easter basket. & & ;I
+ Lizwhia i 0 51, 15649 i ‘SLI“I A

+ Eady Manthly Terma
s Deeprgient in abeut 1§ Minute
v Fast, Fretndly Saivice

{ Corsicana
. SII“ '!IIH 872-9110
BO3-ETR-ET13

LEvAR CORPART

Tl 0 o el L s Qe mmmm

et b s M ek xnf

ll 2 e u-u.:.!.::'
{-_. __; ]11 u'ﬂ'u

-'H-t-' 'l'-"l o ’

\113111&111@&_;“

SeelOur;

New Sprmg
Arrivals!

Tommy + Ralph Lauvren
Ecka = Pafry ERin = Thaps
Ennrmgy + OEMY « Rampage

OFRECEMOS LOS UNIFORMES - B - v wye
PARA TU ESCUELA

on the inside.” As you enter through

T-MOBILE AUTHORIZED DEALER the front door, the smell of freshly

A Y | 1 h YOUR CELLULAR STORE baked cookies automatically shifts
4 mﬂm"! T-AERRILE - CINGIA KR - VTRIZOW
- I
s _I"

.||I .& r.
e
-1'-."EJ-':' New Dwner - Fernando Perez

323 N. Beaton 5t » Corsicann = 903-872-2484 something I've always done.” After
Monday - Saturday 10 am - 7 pm you have taken a moment to enjoy the

your focus toward the kitchen. “My
mom, Doris Moore, always told me
that when I have company, I should
bake something to make the house

smell nice,” Debbie said. “It’s just
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Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapies 7 days a week

SPE‘CiﬂliIing in: - Debility Following

Hospitalizations
* Total Knee Replacement Skilled Nursing

* Hip/Joint Replacement IV Therapy
* Post Fracture Wound VAC Therapy

Odd Fellow & Rebekah 2300 S. Oak Grove Rd. * Ennis
" 972-878-8666

Nu I‘Sil‘lg Home 972-875-8643
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wonderful smell, the home’s open

interior draws your attention to the
floor-to-ceiling Austin stone fireplace
in the family room. The windows on
the back wall offer a breathtaking view
of the pool, outdoor cooking cabana
area and the acreage that goes back as
far as the eye can see.

Max and Debbie both agree the
home’s builder, James Selman, went
far beyond the norm when it came to
building the home in 2002. “The
Selmans had an eye for detail,” Max
said, pointing to the Texas star
inlayed in chip stone in the entry.
“The attention to details is just
amazing.” The home office boasts a
very special heirloom piece of artwork.
“My dad and
stepmom made
this for me for
Christmas,” Debbie
said, referring to the
framed photograph
of her maternal
grandmother. “The
jewelry surrounding the photograph

all belonged to my grandmother.”

One of the three bedrooms has been
converted into a toy room. This space
makes for the perfect place for all three
grandchildren to gather when the
Taylors oldest child, Amy Pringle, and
her family come to visit. “Amy and




CNMvar ch08pl4- 23Hone 2/19/08 2:49 PM Page 21

EXIT REALTY METRO

REAL ESTATE REINVENTED 2 ikm

Antonio Lozano, Jr. = Office # 903-872-2142 = Cell # 703-654-3417

Buying a Home Is Easy with Us

Let this be the year that you and your family
make a happy home together!

- E.-t;‘:ﬂﬁ_:‘:—

3000 Liberty Dr. - Beautiful country 1024 N. 23rd - A great starter home.
setting but close to town. Great 3- Nicely updated and remodeled.
2 DW with a den and open concepl Hardwood and tile Hoors accent thas
kitchen. Large porch and patio, lots of home wonderfully.

trees, and a pond.

Exit Realty Metro-Taking care of your needs.

« SOUTHWEST
FUNDING

The Key
to Your Home!

1110 M. Beaton - Corsicana, TX 75110 - 903-872-2162
www, tx-southwestfunding.com
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her husband, Shawn, and their two
children, Bryce and Hailey, live in
Spring, just outside of Houston,”
Debbie said, proud of her grandchildren
who are 9 and 5, respectively. “Family
is our first priority. Being here, living
in the ‘semi-country,” has allowed us to
make memories with the grandchildren.”
They share a smile over memories
made riding around the countryside
on a golf cart.

Max and Debbie’s passion for family
means the family room and kitchen
get the most traffic. Max loves to
watch college sports on the flat screen,
while Debbie thoroughly loves sitting
down with her grandchildren to watch
Barney for the umpteenth time.
“Debbie likes to mother,” Max shared.
“I call her our mother hen.” Other
items worth noting include a miniature
corner hutch in dark wood, displaying

a tea set from Japan sent to Debbie by
her father who happened to be in the
service at the time of her birth, and a
hope chest she received as a teenager,
all placed in the master suite. Most of
the sentimental items found throughout
the home, including oils, watercolors
and quilts also done by Doris, came
from Debbie’s side of the family for
one reason only. “I'm not a pack rat,”
Max declared.

Most of the changes came on the
outside with the clay tennis court and
the swimming pool, which happened
to be part of the deal. “I told Max I'd
move to the country if I could have a
pool,” Debbie said. Max and Debbie
credit the longevity of their marriage
to several things. “You must be able
to accept change, be flexible and give
each other space,” Max pointed out.
Debbie agreed, but went one step
further as she said, “God is the head
of our household. He gave me the
right person who steered me in the
right direction.” Y111

o
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= - Dozer Work
= Dig Tanks
» Brush Clearing
« Government Tanks
or too small! Sy eparients
We Also Buy, Sell and Trade Farm Equipment

March 17th - 21st
Ages 6yrs - 12yrs
Field Trips, Swimming and Fun
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~ YGHILD GAHE

We build strong kids, strong families, strong commumnities.
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Navarro C(')untﬁ

0\ Man

SR ith

il |

|

A plan is indeed what Eric R. Meyers
needs with the daily schedule he leads.
A husband and father of two, president
of his family owned company, Oil City
Iron Works, and the Navarro County
Emergency Management coordinator,
Eric is a busy man.

When Eric was a student at Corsicana
High School (CHS), he discovered his
passion in life — something many do
not find until later in life. He took an
immediate interest in volunteering for
local Navarro County fire departments
and aiding people who were in difficult
situations. Before he graduated from
CHS in 1996, Eric had already attended
his first Emergency Management
Conference, where he met Steve
Vaughn, the former assistant state
Emergency Management coordinator.
Steve introduced Eric to the world of
emergency management, beginning
with the huge fire that took place at
Fort Hood in 1995. “I just always had

‘
www.nowmagazines.com 24
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a passion for volunteering to help people
in emergency or disaster situations,”
Eric recalled.

By the time Eric headed off to Texas
State in San Marcos, formerly South
West Texas University, he
was completely
engrossed in the idea
of helping others and
getting to the root of
every situation. While
at college, he took
specific emergency
management courses
in Houston or Austin,
wherever they were
being offered. “I
remember coordinating
the appropriate emergency
management course around my college
courses,” Eric said.

“It was inevitable that I was going
to return home to Corsicana,” Eric
continued. “My life is here. I knew I

o

— By Samantha Stroube

would return to work at Oil City Iron
Works; it’s who I am.” Before Eric’s
graduation in 2000, Alan Bristol, the
former County Judge, appointed him
as the official Navarro County
Emergency Management
coordinator. With all
of the extended
learning courses
and experience
Eric obtained,
there was no
better candidate.
“When I was
appointed by
Alan, Navarro
County already
had an Emergency
Management Program
on paper; I just helped put it into
play,” Eric clarified. He immediately
began his newly appointed voluntary
position by writing the Ewmergency
Operations Plan manual for Navarro

CorsicanaNOWs March 2008



CNMar ch08p24- 29NC. gxd  2/19/08 8:51 PM Page 25

Navarro G(')unt%

County. This binder, over six inches in
thickness, is filled with every imaginable
emergency management solution from

March 4th Vote

for a Working Man

who cares about

A to Z.
“Emergency Management works in

close relation to the sheriff’s office.
Mike Cox, who is my first deputy, is
the liaison between the Sheriff’s
Department and Emergency

Management,” Sheriff Les Cotton
explained. “Mike did an excellent job
working with Eric and the federal
government as the Sheriff’s Department
liaison when the Columbia explosion
disaster occurred.”

The primary objective of Emergency
Management is to coordinate all entities
within the public service realm. “I work
extremely close with all emergency
service agencies and even private
sectors,” Eric stated. “It is a fine-tuned
operation. It really is a coordinated
effort between all county officials.”

Emergency Management falls under
the “umbrella” of the Department of
Homeland Security, which means every
time Navarro County is involved in an
incident requiring state or federal
assistance or resources, Eric coordinates
the entire situation between Navarro
County and those agencies involved.

The current County Judge, H.M.
Davenport, is the director of the county
side for emergency management, and
the mayor, C.L. “Buster” Brown, is the
director for the city side. “T work with
H.M. and all of the county officials as
needed. H.M. has done a really great

g~
www.nowmagazines.com 25

the future of
Navarro County

Full-Time Commissioner
Will be Conssrvative with Every Dollar Spent
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Responsive to Constituents

HBupports Economic Growth in Mavarro County
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BARNEBEE

This year, we wanl lo tuppord the
American Concer Sockeby’s

Relay for Life by
Donating $2.™
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mrough Apl 15, 3008
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FREE Electronic Filing
of Tax Returns

900 West Enmis Avenue #
903-875-9992
Monday
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CENTRAL
TEXAS
BUSINESS
MACHINES
& OFFICE
SUPPLY

“Serving the Gentral Texas Area far Over 26 Years™

421 N. Beaton St.
Corsicana, TX 75110

903-872-7435
888-256-2025

CTBM

- ENNIS ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY
| & SPoRTS MEDICINE CENTER

LOCATED IN

Ennis Docrors CENTER
S0z W LaAMPAsAas

Enwnis, TX 75110

« Sports Injuries

« Arthroscopic Surgery

» Joint Replacement

» Fracture Care

« Carpal Tunnel Syndrome
« Second Opinion

~Most Major lnsurasices

-Mesficare, Medicaid Woarkers Comp Kevin A. Williams, MD

) =¥ =

For an appointment, call 972-875-4700
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job of self-training himself and
through DEM courses, having walked
into this with very little experience,”
Eric said.

Eric’s work primarily involves the
coordination of the county, so his
responsibilities entail coordinating with
transportation agencies, fire services,
law enforcement, commissioners and
even private sector agencies — really
any emergency response sector needed
for a specific incident. “Don McMullan,
Corsicana Fire Chief, is the Emergency
Management coordinator for the city
of Corsicana,” Eric stated.

“When the space shuttle Columbia
exploded, Navarro County Emergency
Management and NCSO immediately
sent deputies out to the sites, and they
walked the fields looking for debris.
And once it was found, they had to
cover it with a five gallon bucket and
log it with a GPS device so the feds
could come down to find the rubble’s
exact location,” Mike Cox explained.

Other responsibilities Emergency
Management may have to handle
include coordination of evacuation
efforts, especially during hurricanes
affecting the Texas coast. “When
Hurricane Rita did her damage and
everyone was driving up 1-45,
Emergency Management had to
coordinate with state agencies on exits
and re-routing options for drivers.
Some people were running out of gas,
so we had to coordinate impromptu
refueling stations, and we also had to
make sure there was medical attention
always at hand. People were getting ill
from driving in the heat so long,”
Sheriff Cotton recalled.

Upon returning home in 2000,
Eric went on to obtain his master’s
in public administration with an
emphasis in emergency management.
It is quite clear Eric does not take his
responsibilities to the county of
Navarro or its citizens lightly, even
though he holds this position on a
volunteer basis. “I don’t know why, it

CorsicanaNOW March 2008
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Obstetrics &
Gynecology

Meet
Michelle Confer, M.D.

“At age 6 | lost my best friend to cancer | 1151 West 2nd Avenue
and have dedicated each day since fo | Corsicana, TX 75110
the care of wamen in all stages of life. | Monday — Friday,
After 14 years in practice, | have moved | 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m
fo Corsicana lo share my dedicalion
with each woman that | have the honor | 903.694.,1151
of caring for.”
MEDICAL ASSOCIATES new patients.
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Navarro Countﬁ

is just a passion of mine, and always
has been. It is what I do,” he expressed.
“With Eric on the side of Navarro
County, his volunteering, expertise,
funding management and experience
probably saves Navarro County well over
$100,000 each year,” Mike Cox said.

Eric proudly showed off the new
OEM (Office of Emergency
Management) building, which has
been completely funded through
government aid. “No money is free,”
Mike continued, “but Eric manages to
file all the right paperwork and get
government funding or grants for
OEM.” The new state of the art
facility is equipped with 16 computers,
radio and phone stations in the
conference area and a digital video link
capability with regional or state agencies
on a 60" projection screen system.

Eric’s responsibilities as the Navarro
County Emergency Management
Coordinator are endless. He is basically
on-call 24/7. No situation is too small
and no disaster is too large. Eric is
responsible for knowing the status of
the grasses and drought indices around
the county in order to notify the
commissioner’s court if a burn ban
needs to go into effect, all the way to
such major disaster coordination
efforts such as tornadoes, effects from
hurricanes and other natural or
man-made disaster repercussions.

“As I said earlier, it truly is a group
effort. We couldn’t do it without the
help of everyone involved. We work
closely with all agencies, and other
various volunteer organizations such as
volunteer fire departments, Red Cross,
LEPC (Local Emergency Planning
Committee) and VOAD (Volunteer
Organizations Active and Disaster),”
he detailed.

This is Eric’s passion. However, you
can tell by the humble pride he has in
his group and their efforts that none of
this would be possible without the aid
and assistance of all groups and entities
involved on a daily basis. #¥014
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B"hi“d“‘“Whistle

If you are familiar with r
Corsicana High School
basketball, you are sure to
know Coach Andy Dotson.
Coaching basketball is
Andy’s greatest love, but
behind the whistle is a
multitalented artist.
Ranging from pencil
sketches to wall murals,
his artistic talent is beyond
measure. “If I can see it, I
can do it,” he said.

Andy admits he is not a
conventional artist. “I do
things my own way,” he
said. He compares his style
of art to paint-by-numbers.
He starts at one point on
his canvas and then
bounces to another area
when his inspiration shifts.
The same goes for his
“works in progress.” He
jumps from one project to
the next, just as he does
when painting. Could all
his bouncing and jumping in art be a
reflection of his basketball influence?

One current undertaking is a painting
of all his mother’s grandchildren, but
he cannot predict when he will
complete it due to his other ventures
also in mid-creation. “I do things at
my own pace,” he explained. “It might
be a month before I go back and touch
something.”

A remarkable mural of a lighthouse
amidst a warm red-orange Texas sunset

. 2
www.nowmagazines.com J ()

— By Faith Browning

covers a wall in his kitchen. Murals are
his favorite paintings to create. His
most meaningful work was also his

first; he painted his daughter’s nursery
walls with pictures of Looney Tunes,
finishing it before Demi arrived home
from the hospital. “One entire wall
was a desert scene of the Coyote chasing
the Roadrunner,” Andy said. “Another
wall was all the characters bursting out
of the target.” On a small wall, he
included his love of basketball by

o

i

painting Daffy Duck
dunking a ball
in the net.

Andy was commissioned
to paint murals at three
schools in Jacksonville,
Texas. He created a Peter
Rabbit scene for a
kindergarten hall and
sports scenes in a middle
school cafeteria. A job
near to his heart was the
transformation of an
alternative school’s walls
into beach scenes full of
sea gulls and sand dollars.
Andy’s inspiration for the
scenes derived from the
school’s theme, which related to a story
of an old man on a beach picking up
sand dollars and throwing them back
into the ocean in the hopes of saving
just one. Andy told the school he
would do the job for whatever money
they had in the Coke machines, but he
never went back to collect. “T did that
one,” he shared, “just because I
believed in kids the same way they did.”

Due to his love of sports, plus having
a close friend associated with the Dallas

CorsicanaNOW March 2008
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Cowboy organization, Andy was
inspired to recreate a photo of Cowboy
wide receiver Terrell Owens. The
painting renders the Cowboy star
celebrating one of his first touchdowns
with his arms raised. Andy selected
pastel oil on brown wrapping paper as
his medium, producing the illusion of
a chalk drawing. After he completes this
painting, he plans to ask Owens if he

“I do things
to see if | can.
Maybe I'll try

Silly Putty

next!”

will autograph the painting. “If he wants
to keep it, that's fine,” he added. “I'd
also like to see if he would be interested
in selling prints of it for charity.”

A unique endeavor for Andy was
designing an entire basketball court for
Lon Morris College where he attended
college. With his father and brother

. D1
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Blingi.ng the family back inte family practice. féng[S,‘

Dr' 'Emig vEHH coaching basketball there, it made this
Fﬂl'l"lil"f Practice a special accomplishment. “It’s really

neat to go sit in a place where your
father and brother work at every day
and see your art on the floor,” he said.

Bocd Cartified n
Famiy Practice

“I know my mother enjoys seeing i,

20 vears of expedance

since she’s at every game.”

Or. Yeller has basn It is hard to believe Andy has only
taking core of your
fiends and family in
Ennis’ emergency room
for vears - and now he
has a family practice.

Oftering a full specium
of care for all ages.
fram pediathic fo
adalascant, o adull
and genalnic medicine

401 South Clay Street (at Lampasas). Suvite 106, Ennis

Phone (972) B75-2424 / Fax (972) 875-1244

W oo cepd mont ineears s ond Bedic ors Medeoold Ak v obouf con poymant disccunh arnllobis

Into Style
a

attended one art class. During his first

assignment painting a floral arrangement,
the instructor tapped him on the
shoulder. Referring to his paint-by-
numbers style, she told him he could
not do it that way. When he turned in
his finished work, the instructor could
not believe the outcome. “I told her
there is more than one way to skin a
cat,” he laughed. He withdrew from
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the class, but now admits he might
have learned some valuable techniques
if he had stuck with it.

Like many artists, Andy is very critical
of his work. “T can’t tell you how many

Pediatrics

Meet
Dr. Johnston.

things I've done that I've thrown

away,” he said. “I can go to any picture
I've done and tell you what I don’t like
about it. That is why a lot of them end

Or Amber Johnston is dedicated to serving | 1321 W 2nd St #100
the children of this community by providing Corsicana
comprahensive, family centered care. She TR75110
will be [oining Dr. Jahnke on 2nd Siresl Monday — Friday,
temporarily until their permanent location | 900 a.m. - 5:00 p.m

is complete this December. The Johnston
family Is very excited to return to their Texas
roots, and they look forward to being a part
of the community.
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" We Make Your
Home Beautiful B
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‘Waxahachm‘;
Trade Days

up in the trash.” When he was in the
fifth grade, his mother found a discarded
charcoal drawing of a snow scene
depicting an old ranch and entered it in
a contest. This was his first recognition,
and it won first place.

Many of Andy’s friends are also
artists, and he asks them for advice on

Leanfits
.[-'Jr L

INDOOR
FACILITY

FREE Parking!
Sat. March 8 9am-6pm
Sun. March 9 9am-5 pm

I| ||l||l|,|| I:..l.'-.

AVERY

certain techniques. “It’s a never ending
process of learning,” he said.
Challenging himself to create art from

found objects, like painting a broken

FLOORING

SALES &a INSTALLATION
67 N, Man = Carsicona

gf POT-ET- 1634 ‘jﬁ

. Q
www.nowmagazines.coim \)/l

Vendors call Dean at 9037860183
ar enpil waxiruile daysoyaho o, com

Liscaled al the ENls Comnty Expa Center
2300 W.US HWY 287-WAKARACHIE

o

tile shaped like a duck head, drives his
passion for art. “I do things to see if I
can,” he said. “Maybe I'll try Silly
Putty next!” Y01l
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Brittany plans to continue

Sgorts
W
her studies at either UT

H Tyler or A&M Commerce
a r Mesquite.
- Brittany fell in love
with dance about six years
wo rkl n g ago, when she became a

“baby” on the Corsicana

O High School (CHS) Calico
dance team in December
2001. She began her
career as a cheerleader,
until her older sister,
who was the captain of
the Calico dance squad at
the time, began using
her as her dance routine

guinea pig. Brittany
joined the squad her

— By Samantha Stroube freshman year and danced
her way to officer in her
junior and senior years.

At the tender age of 20, Brittany After graduating from
Watkins manages a 40-hour work CHS in 2005, Brittany
schedule in addition to mastering 14 headed off to McLennan
hours at Navarro College, where she is = Community College to
pursuing her teaching degree in pursue her major in

secondary education biology. She juggles = dancing. During that time, she was on the McLennan Dance Company, but she soon
schoolwork with her professional duties = changed her career path toward business and advertising after returning home to

at Corsicana High School, where she Corsicana to continue her studies at Navarro College. When she received a surprise
wortks in the front office and is call from Kara Guinn, the Calico director, asking her to become the new Calico
responsible for attendance and tardy assistant, Brittany immediately jumped at the opportunity.

issues. Hammering out her core classes, “I want to continue with the Calicos, so that is when I decided to change my

major to secondary education in biology,”
Brittany said. “I never wanted to become a teacher
— my mom and sister are both teachers — but I
know that by teaching at the high school I will be
able to continue with the drill team.” Brittany
now admits to loving her studies and the direction
her career has taken. “I feel very lucky to have had
everything work out the way it has — my job,
the Calicos and school. Dr. Moore has been
extremely supportive of me and flexible of my
hours. He said that when I receive my diploma, he
will put me in the classroom,” Brittany explained,
referring to Dr. Moore, the current CHS principal.
The action with Brittany as the Calicos’ new
assistant director began in August of the 2007
- 2008 school year. “I love working with the girls

Brittany Watkins, assistant director of the CHS Calico )
dance team, stretches with girls on this year's squad. so much. In fact, some of the girls that were on

WWw.nowmagazines.com 36 CorsicanaNOW March 2008
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the squad when I was there are all
seniors now,” Brittany explained. “I
am at every practice and every game. |
love every aspect of my job; however,
my favorite has to be competition. My
primary responsibility is choreography
for the squad, during both football
season and competition.” Brittany is
involved with the squad in some aspect
all day long from morning practice to
after school technique classes. “T do still
dance with the girls; it allows me to
get my exercise in for the day,” she
said. “As for competition, Kara really
knows how to treat us right. She
manages to take us to all these really
neat places. This year, the girls are
headed to Santa Fe, New Mexico,
sometime in March for our annual
competition.” The girls host fundraisers

and boosters to earn the money necessary
to make their trips successful.

“This year at competition, we will
be displaying five team routines, three
officer routines, one social officer routine,
and a bunch of different ensemble
routines. I am really looking forward

) o
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Tempaorarily losated on the 5th Floor S ()I‘tS
al Navarro Reglonal Hosplial. .
to this year’s competition,” Brittany

¥ . stated. “I remember when I was on the
Ia rlos squad — we used to have so much fun.

We would have great food, go shopping

and just all around have a great time.
Dr. Fatiregun.

“Children. They are quite Merally our ffure. The | 31 W, Hwy. 22, 5th Floor
goal of pediaings i lo facifiale the effor fo
safeguard the health of our chidren. Whether it | COTSICana, TX 75110

be through health maintenance physicals which | Monday — Friday,
aim al kegping them heatthy through prevention | 8:00 a.m. — 5:00 p.m
ar by pelting Mam back on I right rack when

fhay fall 4. | plan fo bring 2 level of cane worthy of 903.654.4564
our children in Corsicana, halping lo ensurg iham Now fi
RN RS new patients.
MEDICAL ASSOCIATES | gl today to schedule
o FESTREE W J ey (F P sl et o e Segeen mspvis Eﬂwm

Brittany instructs Whittley Williams
(above) and Engadi Ortiz (below) in
proper form and technique.

Planning for
your retirement?

Looking for Honesty,
Trustivorthiness and Dependabiliby?
Came in for a consullation wilh
Tonnmy concerning all these needs:

Health Insurance (individuslks & Groups)
Investments » Retirement Plans
Long Term Care = Financial Planning

-
\ | The Monolith Group

INVESTMENTS = EINANCIAL PLANNING = INSURANCE Kara always made it fun for us.”
Brittany is still extremely involved
107 SW Main Street, Subie 9 « 972, 872.2800 in dance, especially now that she is
www. themonelithgroup.com = TCopeR 1 i@aol com guiding the girls across Tiger Field
B e i P — and at annual competitions. Formerly
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a student on the squad, she is now a
mentor and friend to all the young
girls under her tutelage. “I feel very
blessed to be in the position I am in.
Everything has just worked out for
me,” she shared. Brittany is currently a
junior at Navarro College, and works

“I feel very lucky to
have had everything
work out the way it
has — my joh, the
Calicos and school.”

Torury Poiter anvd Evonne Blackell o their Harley-Dincieser.

Evonne Blackwell and Tommy
Potter - Winners of the 2008
Softail Deluxe Harley-Davidson
Motorcycle Say “Thank You Go
Texan Scholarship Committee™
applicant depending oo peed  aml

1.4'.7'1'1'{’{'1'{11‘

extremely hard to maintain an excellent
grade point average in order to sustain

Comnty Arca Go Texnn Commatice,
this year’s Go Texan Scholarship
fund-raiser netied enough' 1o find
S20,000 i 2008 scholarship awends.

Lance estimates that the Navarro
County  committee will  award
20000 1 the 16 applicants that
completed their application before
thee deadline this vear

To Lmnce’s knowledpge, no
Novarmo County - smdent. who  hns
apphicd has ever been furmed down.
The scholarship applacations (rvailable
ofi hlsroom) sne seoncd by @
non-binsed  commatiee from  Ellis

pcmilbemic sigeess ol ane awarded
i Mavamo County  high  school
scnions who ane college bound.

Lance indicated thot this
scholarship hos been i existence
since 1989 and has puamniecd st
lenst one 510000 scholamship per

each Navorms Coomty  school
annually,
This year s fund-rmser was hebd ai

the Knights of Columbues Hall i
Eonmis. They served 710 stcak
idmiers even thoigh the hall scated
675 for the event.

Be sure 1o look forwand to msexi
M-muﬂhnhﬂw:m

Coamty, and the scholarship awards ose aad fan ond emtert "
are approximately 51,000 per
Speeand Adveriment
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her well-deserved Collins Scholarship
and Kent Scholarship.

At the end of the day, Brittany can
proudly say she is becoming a teacher
and educating young minds while
being able to live her dream of
maintaining her position with the
Calicos. Brittany does not view her
tight schedule as an issue. In fact, she
manages to work 15 plus hours in the
office, 25 with the Calicos, take 14
credit hours at Navarro and never miss
a beat or stop smiling. “I know how
lucky I am to have everything fall into
place. I am so happy to know what I
want and get to do [it} for the rest of
my life, when some of my friends are
still trying to figure it out,” Brittany
said, with great anticipation for her
very bright future. ANy

CorsicanaNOW March 2008
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— By Sandra Mcintosh

Ray Eller feels like his first career
more than prepared him for the success
he is experiencing as the owner and
lone salesperson of Angus Home Center,
conveniently located at 5656 S. Interstate
Highway 45 West, just three miles
south of Corsicana. “I do believe that
owning and operating six radio stations
for 31 years gave me an edge,” Ray
said, referencing the way he treats his
customers today. Honest, hardworking,
dedicated and straightforward are
words that best describe the busy man
behind the desk, quickly evidenced by
the number of phone calls he received
in the span of an hour.

Choosing to keep the overhead as
low as possible so his customers may
reap the benefits could be part of the
reason Ray is a one-man operation, but
the main reason is for overall, quality
customer service. “As a manufactured
home dealer and insurance agent

—p—

licensed by the state of Texas, I know
the product better than anyone I could
train,” he explained, “and I don’t know
anyone that would give the full personal
service I give when it comes to sales,
financing and the overall process of
buying a manufactured home.” Going
one step further, Ray personally handles
every piece of paper to further insure
there will be no misunderstandings
throughout the process. “I know what
was said,” he added, “because I'm the
one that said it.”

There are no pressure sales, and
prospective buyers will never receive
an uninvited phone call from Ray.
Knowing that buying a home could
very well be the biggest investment of
a customer’s life, Ray has no desire to
pressure them into making a hasty
purchase. “I sit down and talk with
them. I listen to what their needs are,
and then let them decide how to
proceed,” he said. Even before Ray and
a customer come to a firm agreement,
he wastes no time in visiting the home
site. In fact, Ray makes it his first
priority. “I want to make sure the
home and the site are compatible,” he
added. “This ensures satisfaction for all
concerned parties.”

At Angus Home Center, Ray deals
with only three factories — Champion,
Redman and Cavco — because they are
flexible and forthcoming when it
comes to any service issues that may
arise. Ray’s dealership stands on
Champion’s reputation of being the
largest manufactured home factory in
the nation and Redman’s 71 continuous
years in the business of manufacturing
homes. Ray deals in new, used and
repossessed homes, thus offering
something for every need and budget.

Two years after Ray’s “first retirement,”
a friend who was one of his former
radio advertising customers (a dealer
himself), convinced Ray to get into the
business. In just a few short months,
Ray will celebrate nine years in the
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home-selling industry. “I signed papers
on the business on 9/9/99,” he said. “I
basically took a defunct business and
made it prosperous.” In order for him
to become a licensed dealer, Ray had to
attend several classes to fully under-
stand the Texas laws and regulations that
surround manufactured homes.
Continuing education is a must to
keep abreast of the ever-changing
guidelines. Office manager Rhonda
Guthrie answers the phones and keeps

the office running like a well-oiled
machine, while Luci the dog, Ray’s
special four-legged roadside find, takes
her place beside him on the floor or on
a special fleece pallet handcrafted by
one of Ray’s many satisfied customers.

At age 60, Ray is more than a
business owner. He is a gentleman who
believes in giving 150 percent. He is
known for going far beyond the call of
duty. “Not many will take the number of
steps I take in a single day,” he said.
“That’s just how important customer
service is to me.” For more information,
call Ray at (903) 872-989, e-mail him at
angushomes@gmail.com or visit the Web
site at www.angushomecenter.com. HY{1¥
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— By Samantha Stroube

From Corsicana Tiger to LSU
(Louisiana State University) Tiger,
Lora Wood Duncan is dedicated to
her craft, and that is educating our
students through the power of
music. From the time she began
taking piano lessons at the age of
4, she knew music would somehow
be a part of her life.

Lora realized she loved to sing
and perform during her sophomore
year at Corsicana High School
(CHS). By the time she reached
her senior year of high school, she
had become extremely involved in
the high school choir group and
the theatrical group. Because of
this, she chose her college, LSU,
with the stipulation that it must
have a strong liberal arts program.

Lora was unsure what she wanted to do with her talents, but After completing her undergraduate studies in 1995, Lora
she knew she wanted to make music her career. went on to obtain her master’s in choral conducting and

“I really wanted to write, play or perform music on some decided law school might be the avenue for her. “I hated it; I
level,” Lora admitted. “LSU offered us two avenues at the really missed music and performing. I would sit in law class
undergraduate level in my major, which was vocal music at noon every day. I would get really sad, because I knew my
education. We could either pick the performance route, [LSU A Cappella} choir was practicing at that time,” Lora recalled
and since I knew nothing about solo performance or fondly. “The LSU A Capella Choir shaped my whole life.”
preparatory literature, I decided to go the other direction, Lora decided to leave law school with her educational
which was education.” degree in hand, and headed out into the world of teaching.

Not only did Lora choose LSU for its academic qualities, “I taught one semester of choir at the high school level and
she also had a little of the Baton Rouge Tiger already in her one semester at the elementary level,” Lora said. After teaching
soul. “Both of my (maternal) grandparents went to LSU. I for one year in Baton Rouge, she and her ex-husband decided
just love it there,” Lora exclaimed. to move back to Corsicana to begin their family.
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In June 1999, after moving back to
Corsicana, Lora became the music
teacher at Carroll Elementary School
for three years. Following her time at
Carroll, John DeVos, former band
director over CHS and Collins Middle
School, contacted Lora to help his wife,
Carolinn, start a choir group at CHS
and Collins. “John and Carolinn’s goal
was to align all the teachers within the

“1 love
what | do,

fine arts departments, especially in the
music departments,” Lora explained.
“They wanted to eventually start a
choral program up at Drane.”

In her new position as assistant
choir director at CHS, Collins and
Drane, Lora learned much from her
mentors, John and Carolinn, but after
just one year, John and Carolinn
decided to move on to another chapter
in their lives. Lora was immediately
offered the position as choir director at
CHS. While she recognized a great
opportunity, she also realized there
would be some long hours and travel
time due to competitions, and she did
not want to spend so much time away
from her new little boy, Peyton.

As a result, Jim Dorr was hired as
the high school choir director, and
Lora began to work with Jim in a
more focused way on the Drane and
Collins campuses. “I swore I would
never work at the middle school level,
but look at me now,” Lora said with a
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grin. “But I really enjoy it.” She
especially enjoys her time at Drane,
which she says is her “home” campus.

“I just love practicing at Drane; I love
the auditorium and the building itself.
After starting work there, I realized
that I was [the} third generation to
work in that building. My grandmother
was the librarian there for a long time,
and my mother, Amelia Wood, taught
there for ages.”

COLLINS MIDDLE SCHOOL
CHOIR

Lora has a very fulfilling day with
all of her students. In the mornings
she works at Drane, where she has a
girls’ treble choir and three general
music classes. In the afternoons she
practices with her audition choir, the
Chorale, and her beginning girls’ choir.

“After saying I would never teach
at the middle school level, I actually
love it. We have a lot of fun; we have
numerous performances a year. We
typically hold a fall performance, a
Christmastime performance, and a
spring concert, spring contest and
spring solo and ensemble competition,”
Lora said. “I love what I do, and I really
want to encourage fine arts in Corsicana.
I want to be able to hook the kids into
something positive. I teach because I
love music and I want to pass it on to
next generations.” #Yf1i¥
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GOURMET CHICKEN

3 chicken breasts, split
3 drumsticks

3 thighs

16 oz. whole purple plums
juice of 1 lemon

1 onion, chopped

1/4 cup chili sauce

1/4 cup soy sauce

1 Tbsp. Worcestershire
2 drops Tabasco sauce
1 tsp. ginger

2 tsp. mustard

Arrange chicken in a single layer in a 19 x 19 x 2-inch pan.
Seed and puree plums and add remaining ingredients to make
a sauce. Pour over chicken and cook at 350 F for 75 minutes.

OUTER BANKS CLAM CHOWDER

12 large clams

1/4 Ib. fat bacon or salt pork
2 medium onions, sliced fine
3 medium potatoes, cubed
salt and pepper to taste

;Bl%sﬁ \

IN THE KiTCHEN WITH PAM STROUBE

—p—

am is a dedicated wife of 37 years and has just as

many years of cooking experience. Her inspiration
came from home. “Mother was an excellent cook,” she said.
“As the daughter of a military officer, I was Mom’s sou chef
and waitress during her cocktail and dinner parties.” This
inspired Pam to further her education in home economics,
specializing in large banquet dining and nutrition.

Pam believes in the health of food as well as the taste.
“One of my first experiences with a microwave oven in the
1960s was opening a no-lock door that allowed the heat to
escape and singed my eyebrows,” she recalled. “Healthy
food is important to me and cooking at home is better for
us and more affordable than restaurants.” Y1114

To view more of your neighbors’ recipes, visit
our archives at www.nowmagazines.com.

2 Tbsp. corn meal or all-purpose flour
1 cup light cream

Scrub clams and boil in enough water to cover. Remove clams
from shells, chop fine, reserve. Strain liquid and add enough
water to make 6 cups, reserve. Cut bacon in very small pieces
or, if using pork, into 1/2 inch cubes. Fry until crisp and brown.
Add onions, potatoes, clams and reserved liquid. Simmer until
potatoes are done and season with salt and pepper to taste.
Mix corn meal or flour in a little cold water and stir into chowder.
Add cream. Serve in warm bowls at once. NOTE: When fresh
clams are not available, 2 8-0z. bottles clam juice and 2 8-o0z.
cans minced clams and their liquid can be substituted.

ANGELS ON HORSEBACK

112 oz. jar fresh oysters

8 slices bacon, cut in thirds
1 Tbsp. chopped parsley
1/2 tsp. salt

paprika to taste

pepper to taste

Drain oysters. Place an oyster on each piece of bacon.
Sprinkle with parsley and seasonings. Wrap bacon around
oyster and secure with a toothpick. Place “angels” on broiler
rack and broil 4 inches from source of heat for 8 to 10 minutes.

EiR\Y4

2705 S. KAUFMAN * ENNIS (1-45 @ ExiT 249) 972-875-1716

www.nowmagazines.com

o

Turn carefully. Broil 4 to 5 minutes longer or until bacon is
crisp and oysters begin to curl at the edges. Makes about 20
to 25 hors d'oeuvres.

ARTICHOKE PANCETTA TART

TART CRUST

1 1/4 cup unbleached flour

pinch of salt

1 stick unsalted butter

ice water

FILLING

2 cups chopped onions (2 medium onions)

3 Thsp. unsalted butter

1 cup diced pancetta (use meaty part — about 1/2 Ib.)
1 cup frozen artichoke hearts, defrosted and chopped
2 red peppers (1 cup diced, 1/2 cup julienned)

1/4 cup chopped parsley

1/4 cup chopped fresh basil

3 eggs

1 cup heavy cream

1 1/2 cups Gruyere cheese, chopped (about 1/2 Ib.)
1/4 tsp. salt

few grindings of black pepper

TART CRUST: Combine flour and salt in a food processor fitted
with steel blade. Cut butter into pieces and add to the processor.
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Preheat oven to 350 F. Roll out dough on lightly floured board. "
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artichoke hearts, diced red pepper and herbs. Sauté briefly il . - . 3 §
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the eggs and heavy cream. Add cheese, salt and pepper. T e . oy i - L
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use a little salt. Will keep for several days in refrigerator.
Serve at room temperature or reheat in microwave.

CHEESE WAFER HORS D’OEUVRES

1 cup butter or margarine, softened

1Ib. New York cheddar cheese, grated

2 cups flour

1 tsp. salt

1/2 tsp. cayenne pepper

4 cups corn flakes, crushed or 2 cups rice krispies

Blend butter and cheese thoroughly. Add flour, salt, cayenne
pepper and corn flakes, mixing well. Shape into balls about
the size of a walnut. Place on an ungreased cookie sheet and
flatten with a fork. Bake in a preheated 325 F oven 20 to 30
minutes, until dry. These keep well in a tin box.
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Rose
Rose?

— By Nancy Fenton

One of the best long-blooming
plants for our area is a “rose” that is
not really a rose! The common name is
Rose of Sharon or Althea and it
blooms continuously from spring
through fall. This six to 15 foot, small
shrub can be trimmed up into an
attractive small tree with a festive
topknot of blooms or left to its
upright, but sprawling, natural shape.
One of its best attributes is that it can
take the extremes of our finicky

weather in stride and do quite well
with little water. Of course, a wide
choice of colors does not hurt either!

The single lavender and single
white are the most common, but the
doubles are more than twice as pretty.
As a relative of the hibiscus family, it
has large circular, ruffled blooms in
striking colors, but with none of the
temperamental need for “hothouse
treatment.” Rose of Sharon goes into
the ground and happily stays there to
thrive through our hot summers and
cold winters!

With a long European heritage
starting in the 16th century, Rose of
Sharon was brought to American soil
by the colonists as a favorite plant, and
has come into the national interest
once more. The originals probably
were “pass a long” plants given to
family as they set out across the world
on their quest for new horizons.

Hybridization in the 1960s and *70s
expanded the size and the color choices.
Some of the newer varieties such as
Lavender Chiffon, Blue Satin and
Olana, may be available in the nurseries.
The standard double white and pink
as well as the single purple will be
available at the coming Ellis County
Master Gardener Spring Expo scheduled
for Saturday, March 29 in the
Waxahachie Civic Center.

All of these hardy plants tolerate
our alkaline soils and prefer compost
rather than heavy doses of fertilizer.
They bloom on new wood so should
be pruned lightly in late winter, while
still leafless, to stimulate that topknot
of bright blooms. Find a place with
full to partial sun and give these
beautiful, hardy “roses” a try! ANy

Naney Fenton is a Master Gardener in
Ellis County.
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Are You Taking Advantage of a Roth IRA?

Simply put, contributing to a Roth
Individual Retirement Account (IRA)
may be a smart money move. The
question then is, are you taking full
advantage?

The benefit of contributing to a
Roth IRA is that money you put into
one of these accounts grows tax free
and distributions may be tax freel.

If you have not yet opened a Roth
IRA, do it now. You have until your
tax return deadline (typically April 15)
to set up and make contributions for the
previous tax year. Annual contributions
are limited — currently $4,000 annually2.
That means you can invest $4,000 for
2007, giving you a solid start to your
savings. The contribution limit rises to
$5,000 in 20082,

If you are just getting started investing,
the Roth should be one of your first stops
— even before you open a regular,
taxable account, or contribute to a
workplace retirement-savings plan.
The only exception is if your employer

offers a match on your 401(k)
contributions. That is free money you
do not want to pass up. Yes, you can
invest in both a Roth as well as a
workplace retirement plan.

Not sure where to find the money to
fund your account? Consider investing
your tax refund. About 70 percent of
Americans will get a refund this year,
and last year the average check totaled
more than $2,000. That cash would
make a great start to your Roth.

Contributions are limited based on a
taxpayer’s filing status and Modified
Adjusted Gross Income (MAGI) as
indicated below.

The MAGI ranges, for 2007, are:

Single filers: Up to $99,000 (to
qualify for a full contribution);
$99,000-$114,000 (to be eligible for a
partial contribution); above $114,000,
no contribution allowed.

Joint filers: Up to $156,000 (to

— By Lynda Housley

qualify for a full contribution);
$156,000-8166,000 (to be eligible for
a partial contribution); above
$166,000, no contribution allowed.

Married filing separately: $0 (co
qualify for a full contribution); $0
-$10,000 (to be eligible for a partial
contribution); above $10,000, no
contribution allowed.

Your exact contribution amount can
be calculated using the worksheets
found in Publication 590 on the IRS
Web site at www.irs.gov. Y01

Notes:

1. Withdrawals are tax-free if you are over age 59 1/2 and
at least five years have expired since you established a Roth
IRA. Otherwise withdrawals of gain may be taxable (unless
the withdrawal is “qualified”) and may be subject to a 10
percent tax penalty.

2. An individual can contribute up to $4,000 (or 100
percent of earned income, whichever is less) for tax year 2007
and $5,000 for tax year 2008. If you are over age 50, you are
allowed to make additional “catch-up” contributions of
$1,000 for tax years 2007 and 2008. Your adjusted gross
income may limit your contribution amount.

Lynda Housley is a State Farm agent
based in Corsicana.
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John D. Abdulian, M.D.

GUARDIAN

Linking The Past
To The Future...
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Whatever It Takes! Flow Arsceplting Potients Iz Owur Mew Ofibees

441 NMidlorhian Plwy. See. 1D XS0 E Broadsieeel Ste., 318
Widloihian, TX SMansficld. T

3801South Hwy. 287
Corsicana
903-872-48T1

Squwas_tammgaﬂlm Health thﬂuinnﬁ
601 South Clay Street, Ste. 108 (at Lampasas), Ennis

STATE FARM , ,
INSURANCE Hayden Financial Partacrs

Jim Wood, Agent
Serving Central Texas since 1988.

423 Morth Main, Corécana, TX 75110
(903) 872-6581

a
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- Insurance Analysis

- fmployee Benelits
» Investment Services'

CORSICANA ENNIS
Phone: (903) 874-3417 Phone: (972) 875-3652
114 W. 5th Ave. 900 W. Ennis Ave.

Gary Hayden is a Registered Representative of and offers Sccurity, Investment Advisory and Financial Planning services through MML Investors Services, Inc. Supervisory Office:
777 Main Street, Suite 2260, Fort Worth, Texas 75102~ 817-334-2304. Hayden Financial Partners is not an affiliate or subsidiay of MML Investor Services, Inc.

[&t; Corsicana, Tx 75110
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When a Tonsillectomy Is Necessary

— By Matthew Branch, M.D.

That pesky sore throat that comes with the cold or flu Tonsillitis may also be caused by a bacterial infection like
every year may actually be tonsillitis, and a throat lozenge strep throat. Symptoms include a sore throat and a sudden
just will not cut it when it comes to relieving the pain. fever without any other upper-respiratory problems.

While tonsillitis usually occurs in children, adults can be Warning signs of bacterial tonsillitis can include a dry
affected as well. ) mouth and tongue and ear pain. When

Tonsils are part of the immune system,
which helps the body fight disease and
infection. Tonsillitis is the inflammation

these symptoms arise, individuals should
visit a physician for diagnosis and proper
medication since untreated cases can lead
to serious complications.

Antibiotics are used to treat bacterial
cases of tonsillitis, and it is important to
finish the prescribed dosage, even if
symptoms have disappeared. Bacteria

or infection of the tonsils, or the collections
of tissue located on either side of the
throat. It is contracted when small
droplets, which carry bacteria or viruses,
are moved through the air as an infected
person breaths, coughs or sneezes.

There are two types of tonsillitis, both
with their own symptoms and treatments.
One type is a viral infection. A viral
infection usually lasts about two weeks

may become resistant to the antibiotics if
they are not taken as directed.

In some instances, a physician may
recommend a tonsillectomy. This procedure
is performed under general anesthesia and
and will go away without any prescribed the tonsils are removed completely. The
medications. Symptoms of tonsillitis
caused by a viral infection are cold-like,

including a sore throat, runny nose,

incisions heal naturally in about two weeks.
A tonsillectomy should be considered if
someone has:

sneezing or coughing. Antibiotics are e Frequent or chronic infections.

not effective when treating a viral case of tonsillitis, but there * Enlarged tonsils that interfere with breathing or general
are a few remedies to alleviate pain like gargling salt water, well-being.

drinking warm tea or taking a nonprescription pain reliever. * A boil or sore on the tonsils.

Dr. Ruby Anthony-White il

Internal Medicine : ﬁ
-~

&01 5 Clay 5t. Suite 104 = Ennis

Office: 972 .875.6400

Dedicated to providing frendly

fghn quality care 1o all oghenils”
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After a tonsillectomy, a humidifier,

. . ] Y
ice packs and soft food may help alleviate L’_ C *'b r'-,_ =

pain or discomfort. Once a person has

recovered, the frequency of throat

infections should decrease, but may

not go away completely. ME'Etl D.I: S?Ed
While tonsillitis will usually go

away with time or some medication,

there are a few simple tips to keep
you from catching the disease, like:

avoiding close contact with someone Or. syed Is committed o improving the | 3201 W. Hwy. 22, Suite 101

who has been infected, washing your health and well-being of his patients and our .

hands and regularly disinfecting surfaces community by providing high-quality service cana, 13 /2110

such as door kn0b§ and Count?rt‘?PS- aimed at the prevention and treatment of | Monday — Friday,

If you o someone in your family is gastrointestinal retated ilnesses. He is a 9:00 a.m. = 500 p.m

experiencing any of these symptoms, Board Certi oh i il it

or has frequent throat infections, talk PN, WO DRIPRR-  0 1_” oo '9']3 654 11 1 2

with your physician about possible Medicine and Gastroenlerology. Or. Syed and z x

treatment options. AYNY his family are excited about becoming part of | He /s now y

OUT Commasnity, accepting new palients

Matthew Branch, M.D. Call to schedule an
Navarro Regional Hospital MEDICA L ASSOCIATES Eppgjnﬁ';m_lnf fﬂdﬂf

il r,-#'.a!’
sttt '“j.*’.ﬁfy-

200 South Ryan Drive

e
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All Month

Spring is almost here and the time is drawing near for
fishing tournaments! For more information, contact the
Corsicana Chamber of Commerce at
chamber@corsicana.org.

Second Thursdays

Corsicana Education Foundation board meetings, 4:30
p.m., CISD Administration Building board room. Call
(903) 654-2838.

Fourth Thursdays

Corsicana Chamber of Commerce meetings, 11:00
a.m., Corsicana Chamber of Commerce. Call (903)
874-4731.

February 15 - March 31
Navarro Council of the Arts presents the Wilcox
Exhibit.

March 1

Tables go on sale for the VOICE's 4th annual spring
luncheon, held during Derrick Days Week. Location
and speaker TBA. For more information, contact Gina
Dieterichs at (903) 872-0180 or
gdieterichs@voiceinc.org.

Corsicana Opry, Martin’s Music Hall, 201 S. Beaton
Street. Dining: 6:00 p.m. Show: 7:00 p.m. Tickets:
$10. Dinner is additional. (903) 872-8226.

CNVar ch08p58-59Heal th. gxd 2/22/08 4:51 PM Page 60 $
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March 4
Corsicana City Council Meetings, 6:00 p.m., City Hall
board room.

CISD TAKS Testing. Third and fifth grade: reading;
fourth grade: writing.

March 8
Jesse Aron: The New Voice of Elvis, 7:00 p.m. at the
Palace Theater. Call (281) 764-1920 for tickets.

Gospel Music Concert, Martin’s Music Hall, 201 S.
Beaton Street. Dining: 6:00 p.m. Show: 7:00 p.m.
Tickets: $10. Dinner is additional. (903) 872-8226.

March 11 -13
Benchmark testing at Drane Intermediate School.

March 17 - 21
CISD Spring Break.

March 18
Corsicana City Council Meetings, 6:00 p.m., City Hall
board room.

March 20

“HOP” Downtown, an Easter event including the Easter
Bunny, candy, games and prizes will be presented by
Corsicana Main Street Project, 3:00 - 5:30 p.m., in
downtown Corsicana, Beaton Street. (903) 654-4851.

March 21
City offices closed for Good Friday.

Month of April

Corsicana native Jason Manning and his band 7
Bridges will be performing at the Palace Theatre for
Derrick Days. For more information on this and other
fun Derrick Day events, contact the Chamber of
Commerce at chamber@corsicana.org.

April 1-10
Navarro Council of the Arts presents the Heart Gallery.

April 1
Corsicana City Council Meetings, 6:00 p.m., City Hall
board room.

April 6

Discover beautiful Texas Gardens as you stroll
through the elegant neighborhoods and grand lawns
of five private homes in Corsicana. Proceeds from this
event benefit Women'’s Club House Association of
Corsicana. Tickets may be purchased at the
Corsicana Visitors Center or Chamber of Commerce.
For more information, contact Barbara Jones at (903)
874-0848 or mallie22@sbcglobal.net or go to
www.BarbaraJonesFineArt.com.

For more community events, visit our online
calendar at www.nowmagazines.com.
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How healthy is the air inside your home?

51

Professional

Duet Cleaning
NOW AVAILABLE!

Call now to schedule
your appointment.
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