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See you in September!

	If you are a child of the ’60s or came of age in the ’70s, you might remember the 
above greeting as a song title performed by The Happenings. It told the story of a 
young couple separated by the summer months, but they faithfully pledged to return 
to each other when school started in September, as it did back then after Labor Day. 
In practical practice, at least in my experience, such rarely worked out according to 
the lyrics. All through high school and in my college days, I hit the road with my 
family, was a camp counselor-in-training and then camp counselor, on the road 
performing in a band or serving as a lifeguard/pool manager while I visited relatives 
in another city or state. In cleaning out my mother’s home, I found many letters from 
my boyfriends during those years. Yes, hard to believe now, but we wrote on real 
stationary and mailed real letters before email, some sealed in wax and with xxx 
(kisses) and P.S.s! I’ve had fun looking back at such and remembering the dances and 
our songs from those days. And, no, I didn’t marry any of those guys, darn it!

	Since I lived those days, I’m a bonified “senior” citizen and have found Corsicana’s 
Senior Center to be very active and welcoming. Often the many daily activities attract 
folks of all ages, and there seems to be something for everyone’s interest. Come meet 
Director Fred Blitz, have a cup of java, fun and fellowship. If you can’t find a class 
that interests you, maybe you have a talent to share with others in a new class. In the 
meantime, as Frank Sinatra sang so long ago, enjoy …
	
… these precious days!
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due to constant moves all over the country. I think horses 
are very healthy for young people to be involved with. They 
teach so many lessons, including delayed gratification after a 
lot of hard work. They are also unique, each with their own 
quirks, and it takes patience and kindness to build a working 
relationship with a horse and become a team that can enter 
a show ring.”

Sadie’s interest in horses inspired Stephanie to return to a 
hobby she enjoyed in high school and college — painting 
and competing in shows with model horses. They compete, 
regionally for now, through the North American Model 
Horse Shows Association. Points earned allow the artist to 
show at the national level in Lexington, Kentucky, followed 
by BreyerFest, where attendees get to see live horses who 
model for the sculptures. “I went in the 1990s, and William 
Shatner and his Saddlebreds were guests. I hope to take 
Sadie one day,” Stephanie said.

“I’ve been riding horses for almost three years,” Sadie 
stated. “My favorite breed is Pony of the Americas, but I also 
like Paint horses, and I think Arabians are beautiful, tough and 
have an interesting history. I’ve been showing model horses 
for a year, though I’ve collected about 100 Schleich horses 
since kindergarten, and I’m starting to collect Breyer horses.

“The model horse shows are very busy,” Sadie continued. 
“There are classes for adults and youth. The judges are 

— By Virginia Riddle

With passion for the grace, beauty, power 
and spirit of the horse, Stephanie and 
Sadie Ford, a mother and daughter duo, are 
artists who paint and compete in model 
horse shows. Sadie is also taking after her 
mother by learning to ride and compete 
with a favorite lesson pony in equestrian 
events. “Horses are a lot of fun to work 
with because it’s like they can almost 
understand you,” Sadie explained. “You 
learn a lot, such as patience, hard work and 
to be gentle with them. With model horses, 
I get to learn about different breeds, colors 
and patterns.”

“I moved around a lot as a child, but my parents always 
allowed me to ride,” Stephanie recalled. “Riding was 
something that kept me stable — no pun intended — 
through a difficult time of never being able to keep friends 
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nice and helpful. They stop to teach 
about competitors’ choices and how 
the horse models are presented. I really 
like to paint models. It’s fun to create 
my own, and I learn about different 
horse breeds.”

There are also classes for novices in 
the age groups. “Sadie’s just starting out 
with acrylics, but model horse artists 
will resculpt using epoxy, and then 
paint the models using an airbrush, pan 
pastels, acrylics and oils,” Stephanie 
explained. Stephanie is an artist and 
teacher and instructs Sadie in this 
shared hobby.

Sadie intertwines what she learns 
from riding horses with her hobby of 
painting them. “I like the performance 
classes in model horse showing,” she 
said. “I use real patterns that I had to 
do in past shows with real horses, such 
as trail or horsemanship, even if the 
doll riders won’t hold the reins perfectly. 
I was excited to get Youth Performance 
Champion last April, and I was awarded 
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dad’s family land, Sadie works with 
other animals, too. “I’ve kept sheep for 
four years,” she said. “I started with a 
show lamb and used the money I got 
from him at the Navarro County Expo 
to buy breeding ewes. I raise Dorper 
sheep and have a livestock guardian 
dog, Thor, that I raised from a puppy 
and trained.” Additionally, she has 
another dog, two cats and chickens. 
“I take care of the animals in the 
evenings, and any schoolwork I have, 
I try to get done at school, sometimes 
in my mom’s classroom right after 
school’s out. Good grades are a must, 
since her goal is to become a large 
animal veterinarian who works with 
horses and cattle. Sadie is a member of 
Silver Spurs 4-H Club through which 
she does volunteer work. 

Stephanie treasures sharing her love 
and knowledge of art and horses with 
her daughter. Patience is needed, whether 
painting horses or building a relationship 
with a special real horse like Freckles. 
“Kindness and training go into riding 
horses,” Stephanie shared. “It’s these 
things which convinced my husband and 
I to support Sadie’s passion.”

a hand-painted model with a driving 
harness.” Sadie sometimes uses the 
horses she’s ridden as inspiration for 
her art. “My favorite model horse is one 
my mom gave me for Christmas that 
she painted to look like Freckles.” 

Freckles can be found at Flying 
Dollar Ranch where Sadie takes lessons 
from ranch manager, Julie Hinz, who 
also volunteers with 4-H. “My favorite 
memory is horse camp. At the end of 
camp, we do a drill team performance,” 
Sadie shared. “I ride several horses 
there, but I show Freckles in English 
riding, Western riding and do games. 
Freckles is a fun mare. At one show 
Freckles, age 23, surprised everyone by 
winning most of the games.” 

“Sadie has full support from her 
family, including me; my husband and 
Sadie’s dad, Bradley; and both sets of 
grandparents, who attend her events 
and help with some of the financial 
costs,” Stephanie said. 	

“I appreciate my dad, who puts up 
with all the model horses around the 
house and takes me to riding lessons 
and shows,” Sadie said. “He planned 
a trip to the World Equestrian Center 

in Ocala, Florida, during this past 
summer’s vacation, and he’s not that 
crazy about horses.”

A seventh-grader at Blooming Grove 
Jr. High, Sadie’s favorite classes are 
band, in which she plays flute, and 
English. She loves to read and create 
stories and is looking forward to UIL 
cross-country and track. “I really like 
learning new music and going to band 
competitions,” she stated. She’s also 
a member of Blooming Grove First 
Baptist Church and volunteers with Kids 
for Christ there.

As a fifth-generation farmer on her 
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her daughter. Patience is needed, whether 



www.nowmagazines.com  12  CorsicanaNOW  September 2023



www.nowmagazines.com  13  CorsicanaNOW  September 2023



www.nowmagazines.com  14  CorsicanaNOW  September 2023

Alpha Rho, DKG Chapter President 
Karen Cox welcomes mural artist 
Carly Haynie.

Zane Marsh’s collage map of Corsicana 
placed second in the 175th Anniversary 
of Corsicana Art Show.

Shirley Nussbaum delivers one of her 
famously entertaining book reviews to 
Kinsloe House members.

Zoomed In:
Rose Rowland

Having traveled to every state and lived in a few before arriving in Corsicana, Rose 
Rowland and her husband, Floyd Rowland, former commander of the local VFW, have 
four children. One of their children lives in Navarro County and another lives nearby 
in Fairfield. “We moved here from Forney, Texas, 20 years ago due to the area’s urban 
growth,” Rose said. “The people are warm and friendly here, and it’s quiet.”

Rose learned about ceramic painting in 1979 from visiting relatives. She’s been teaching 
ceramics at the Corsicana Senior Citizens Center for five years. Natural light floods the 
ceramics room, which helps as she works her magic. Rose added, “Most supplies are 
donated.” She would love to teach more students of all ages and expand the space.

By Virginia Riddle

Better Garden Club officers’ smiles are as joyful as their plants.

Around Town   NOW
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Reagan Evans is ready to enjoy God, 
Me and a Cup of Tea at Believers 
Outreach Ministries.

John Kaiser and Russell Hudson  
present Kaylee a Hull Creative Arts 
Foundation scholarship to attend a 
WLAC workshop.

Addison Taylor, Abigail Smith and Amelia 
Smith spend some time collecting trash 
around the neighborhood.

Around Town   NOW
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A car pulling to the right or left when the driver is steering 
forward not only makes driving a more arduous adventure, 
but it also causes uneven wear on tires and possibly poorer 
gas milage. Misalignment can also affect braking of the 
vehicle. “We’re honest with every customer, and we want 
to make sure their vehicles are safe to drive,” Jody Hoover, 
Alignment King’s manager, stated. “Our service always starts 
with great communication with the customer.”

Alignment King
308 W. 7th Avenue
Corsicana, TX 75110
(903) 602-5364
alignmentking308@gmail.com
www.alignment-king.com

Hours: Monday-Friday: 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m.
Saturday: 8:00 a.m.-noon

Alignment 
King

BusinessNOW

— By Virginia Riddle

Alignment King offers same day service and free Wi-Fi 
in the waiting room while techs perform alignment, brake 
and/or front end work or repair/replace tie rods, ball joints, 
shocks, struts and suspensions. “We use Bilstein shocks and 
O’Reilly and Monroe brakes,” Jody explained. “O’Reilly and 
AutoZone are our main suppliers, who back up any part we 
put on a vehicle. Our warranty states we’ll do what is needed 
to make sure the alignment stays good.”

Hunter Hawkeye Elite Alignment technology is used to 
diagnose problems and even gives Jody and the techs the 
parts numbers to order. “The data will break repairs down to 
what is most important, so customers can prioritize the most 
needed parts if funds are tight. All the estimates are computer 
generated and in writing, and we talk to the customer first 
before adding any additional repairs,” Jody explained.

The company is owned by Stephen Hoover and Josh 
Turner and has been managed by Jody for the past six years. 
“I’ve worked in the auto repair business almost 40 years 
and have been doing alignments for the past 12 years,” 
Jody stated. “This is what I’m comfortable doing, and I’ve 
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been doing it all my life. Experience 
always helps in any profession. I enjoy 
talking to people and answering their 
questions, and I know how to train the 
new techs wanting to go into this as a 
career. I teach the guys to think outside 
the box, but they also must feel what 
they’re doing when training and not just 
depend on high tech. We keep things 
simple to keep things rolling, and we 
pride ourselves on keeping a clean, 
organized shop. I’m still learning myself, 
as technology changes rapidly.”

needed parts if funds are tight. All the estimates are computer 

The Corsicana location employs 
Jody; Hope Burns, the receptionist; and 
four techs. We accept cash, major credit 
cards and Venmo. Alignment King 
has been voted Best of the Best for 
the past five years, is a member of the 
Corsicana & Navarro County Chamber 
of Commerce and is rated A-plus 
by the Better Business Bureau. “We 
have donated to the Kerens Veterans 
Memorial, golf tournament fundraisers 
and other community and school 
fundraisers,” Jody said.

A Dumas, Texas, native, Jody moved 
to Navarro County with his family in 
1981. His wife, three brothers, a sister 
and his sons live in the area, and his 
family is active in the business. Jody 
likes to play golf, help family members, 
travel “a bit” and volunteer at church 
when not at the shop.

“I went into the automotive repair 
business when I graduated from high 
school,” Jody recalled. “I enjoy doing 
this work and working with motorized 
things.” With a combined 50-plus years 
of experience among the employees, 
Alignment King states on its website, 
“We know how to get you back on the 
road safely.”
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4.

4.

2. In a bowl, mash the squash/onion 
mixture with a fork. Add the cheese; stir 
gently until the cheese is melted.
3. Pour the mixture into a greased casserole 
dish; top with the Ritz Crackers.
4. Spoon the butter over the crackers; bake 
at 350 F for 20-30 minutes, or until the top 
is lightly browned

Sausage Pinwheels

1 8-count can crescent rolls
1 lb. ground sausage
1 8-oz. pkg. cheddar cheese, shredded

1. Preheat the oven to 375 F. Spread the 
Crescent Rolls flat onto waxed paper; 
press the seams out smoothly, so the rolls 
become a large rectangle of dough.
2. Spread the sausage evenly onto the 
dough; top with the cheese.
3. Roll from the long side of the rectangle 
to create one long roll; wrap it in Saran 
Wrap or another plastic wrap.
4. Put the roll into the freezer for 30 
minutes or more. Remove the roll from 

Squash Casserole

3-4 yellow squash, cut into bite-size  
   pieces
1/4 cup onion, finely chopped
Salt, to taste
Velveeta cheese, to taste, cubed into  
   small pieces

Ritz Crackers, finely crushed
1/2 stick Bluebonnet Butter, melted  
   (May use butter of your choice.)

1. In a large pot, cover the squash and 
onions with water. Add the salt; boil the 
vegetables until the squash is tender 
enough to mash. Drain well.

Erma Alexander, who learned to cook from her mother and by taking a 
high school home economics class, said, “I didn’t do much cooking until 
after I married and started cooking for my husband and children. I guess 
I’m mostly self-taught, and I’m still learning. I think swapping recipes is a 
good way to make new friends.”

When not cooking for family, friends, neighbors, fellow Highpoint 
Church members or “anyone having a bad day or who is sick or 
needs encouragement,” Erma enjoys reading and sewing. “After I 
retired, I started quilting, and I like to make quilts for my children and 
grandchildren,” she shared.

Erma especially enjoys making desserts, likes “just plain, good-tasting 
food and favors using black pepper and cinnamon to spice her creations. 
She said, “I enjoy cooking because good food makes people smile.”

Erma Alexander
— By Virginia Riddle

CookingNOW

In the Kitchen With
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the freezer; slice the roll into pinwheels of 
desired thickness.
5. Place the pinwheels flat on a cookie sheet; 
bake for 15-20 minutes, or until golden 
brown and the meat is thoroughly cooked.

Homemade Hamburger Helper

1 lb. ground meat
1 bell pepper, or to taste, chopped
1 onion, or to taste, chopped
1 10-oz. can Ro-Tel tomatoes
1 8-oz. can tomato sauce
1 7.25-oz. box macaroni and cheese,  
   prepared according to package  
   instructions
Cheddar cheese, to taste, grated

1. In a skillet, brown the ground meat, bell 
peppers and onions. Add the Ro-Tel and 
tomato sauce.
2. Stir well; cook about 10 minutes until the 
mixture is thoroughly heated.
3. Add the prepared macaroni and cheese 
to the meat mixture. Pour the hamburger 
helper into a casserole dish; top with the 
cheddar cheese.
4. Bake at 350 F until the hamburger 
helper is bubbly and the cheese is melted.

Sugar Cookies

1 cup Crisco
1 1/2 cups sugar, plus additional for  
   topping each cookie
1 tsp. vanilla
2 eggs
1 tsp. orange juice (optional)
1 tsp. orange zest (optional)
3 cups flour
2 tsp. baking powder
1 tsp. salt
Butter

1. In a bowl, cream the Crisco and 1 1/2 
cups sugar. Add the vanilla, eggs and orange 
juice and orange zest, if using; mix well.
2. Add the flour, baking powder and salt; 
mix well.
3. Drop the dough by teaspoonfuls onto a 
lightly greased cookie sheet. 
4. Butter the bottom of a glass, dip in 
sugar; use the glass to press each cookie 
down flatter.
5. Bake at 375 F for 10-12 minutes; cool 
on a cooling rack before serving.
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Online versions and solutions available at www.nowmagazines.com. From our Homepage, click on the
Crossword-Sudoku tab. Click on a puzzle. Click on the See All button to view solutions.

Crossword Puzzle

Crosswordsite.com Ltd
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